THE 


FRENCH CONVERT: 


Being a true Relation of 
THE HAPPY CONVERSION | 
or A 


NOBLE FRENCH LADY, 


3 


The Errors and Superſtitions of | Popery, to the 
| Reformed Religion, by means of a "EI 
Gardener her Servant. 


WHEREIN is SHEWN, | 


= Her great and unparalleled Sufferings, on the Account of her 


faid Converſion; as alſo her wonderful Deliverance from two 
Alſſaſſins, lured by a Popiſh Prieſt to Murder her: And of her 
_ miraculous Preſervation in a Wood for Two Years; and how 
ſhe was at laſt providentially found by her Huſband ; who, 
together with her Parents, were brought over to the embra- 
cing of the True Region, as Were divers others alſo. 


10 WHICH 18 ADDED, 


A brief Account of the preſent ſevere Perſecutions of the 
1 8 euch Proteſtants. 
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4 my fuffering, to hear you are well ſettled in a 


a good, conſcience, afflicted with much ſickneſs, by 


| COPY or « LETTER, 


Sent from a French Proteſtant Miniſter in France, to 
his Friend in London, with the following Relation, 


Mr VERY coop FrienD, 


74 VI NG received your's the 13th of April, 


N. S. I was not a little overjoyed, even in 


country, where you have the freedom of enjoying 
the we of the True Religion, a OY, 
valued above all other earthly bleſſings ; and not 
only that, but I am much more glad to find you 
inform me, that the climate ſo well agrees wits * 
you and your family, that you have been healthful = 
ever ſince you departed from me, and the reſt of 
your dear friends fear; though many of us, and | 
e myſelf, labour under many ſufferings 
and ajflictions; I having, with many others, 
langurſhed a long time in riſen, for the 4 5 


reaſon of my cloſe conſinement, which (bleſſed be 
| . e me) I have 1555 _ 
patience, though many have died unpitied by their 
cruel perſecutors; yet, the cry of innocent blood, 
may, in time, make them cry, How hard it is to 
Eick againſt the pricks Het, my prayers are, 
that inſtead of ſending any fearful judgement on 
theſe poprjſh adverſaries, God would turn their. 
hearts, enlighten thieir underſtandings, and make 
them ſee the error of their ways, and repent of 
the many evils they have done lo the por protej- 
9 3 tants, 


„ Copy of Leer Bi 


tants, without any manner of 585 or hrovoca- 
tion, to whom their rage and malice extend even 
beyond death for they fill continue their old 
zoay of denying them Chriſtian burial. But this 


is all our womfort : It matters not where our 


bodies lye, if ſo be our ſouls are infolded in 
Chriſt's arms. Yet, among the miſertes and 
threats of death, which 1 have undergone in 
taking care of the ſprritual welfare of thoſe that 
God has committed to my charge, I cannot but be 
greatly comforted when you tell me, the French 


| Proteſtant Church in England flouriſhes ; and 


TT ng, and ſpare o 


tat the members of it walk worthy of their 
_ calling, gaining by their inoſfenſive way of living, 


Z a good repute among ftrangers, when in their 
native country ſo much mhumanity appears lo- 


lo wards thoſe of the reformed profeſſion: for the 


perſecution in many places rages ſtill, by therr 
25 x par of our ds of alas But not 
to be tedious to you, having nothing left to ſend you 
but my good wiſhes and prayers, except the in- 
cloſed account 4 a very ſtrange but bleſſed altera- 
lion in ine family of the Count ALANSON, a worthy 
nobleman, well known to you. I have drawn it 
5 upon the ſtricteſt enquiry into the truth of all 
the material circumſtances, as well as my fuffer- 
time that the care of thoſe 
under my charge would permit; and ſend it to 
you. as a token of my love, for the many Rind- 
neſſes I have received at your hands ; and that 


Jo you might communicate it to others, and make 


it public , you fee occaſion e that all may be made 
ſenſible F4 the wonderful goodneſs of Almighty. 
God, and praiſe him for the works he doih for 


caps of a Letter, &c. 0 * 


the children of men. For the certainty of what. a 
I have written, though I have been KA for 


_ method ſake, to uſe a few expreſſions of my own, 
you may firmly rely on my integrity, who am 


always a order ith to the health | of * Jaub: | 
and hag cd 1 


Fux 


THE 


FRENCH CONVERT: 


* writing of the following relation, wherein 


injured innocence and oppreſſed virtue 


does ſo eminently triumph over all the rage and 
malice both of men and devils; I ſhall not 
ſtudy to adorn my ſtile with flowers of rhe- | 


toric, but lead the reader by the clue of truth 

into the adorable myſteries of Divine Provi- 
dence; which are here diſplayed in a ſeries 
of wonders as can ſcarce be parelleled. As 


aan introduction to which, I will a little conſi- 


der how the Divine Goodneſs delights to 


bring light out of darkneſs, and makes even 


the wicked to confound themſelves in their 
own devices, that out of their evil defigns he 


may bring good to paſs. For, as Joſeph's be- 


ing fold into Egypt, and there falſly accuſed 


of adultery, advanced him next to a throne, 
and turned to the ſhame of his accuſing miſ- 
treſs and treacherous brethren ; (though at 


the beginning God meant it for good) that he 


might be inſtrumental to preſerve his father 
and his houſhold alive, and turned the malice 
of the patriarchs into a bleſſing : So the miſe- 
ries and extraordinary ſufferings of the noble 
Lady, whole {tory I am going to recite, were 
made ule of by Divine Providence, as a means 


of 
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of the converſion of her huſband, parents, and 
many others, to the true Religion; which, as 
ſhe as often {aid fince, has been a very ample 
and glorious recompence. But I ſhall not an- 
_— what with more ſatisfaction you will 
find in the relation itſelf; which take as 
follows: VVV 
In Britany, one of the faireſt provinces of 
France, there lately lived Count Alanſon, a 
perſon of noble extraction, and of an eſtate 
ſuitable to the Greatneſs of his birth, and thoſe 
noble qualities that enriched his mind. Who 


being a lover of military actions, was caſily 


perſuaded to ſerve the King in the wars, 
where having an eminent command given 


bim, he behaved himſelf with a bravery that 
gained him the admiration of his enemies, the *© 


love of his friends, and freſh honours of his 
King, who took particular notice of his great 
performance. But in the intervals of two or 
three campaigns, he caſt his eyes upon one 
Deidamia, a young Lady of a quality not in- 
ferior to himſelf in birth, whole. beauty and 
virtue were equally attractive: to her he made 
his addrefles, and the equality of their birth, 
and the ſuitableneſs of their diſpoſitions, made 
his conqueſt the more eaſy; ſo that in a little 


time they were contracted and married, to 


their mutual joy and ſatisfaction. _ 


| 2 This happy couple having, ſor a . 1 55 


winter, enjoyed the bleſſings of each other's 


mutual love and endearing affections, without 


the leaſt umbrage of any interpoſing cloud 
that might give any allay to their happineſs; 


1 
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at length the ſpring came on, and tlie armies 


gathering together, ſummoned Alanſon from 
the repoſe he took in the ſoft embraces of his 


chaſte and loving wiſe, to the ficld of war, to 
act his part again upon that ſtage of honour, 
where he had before acquired ſo much repu- 
tation. But he never appcared fo unwilling 
to court fame abroad as now, lince he mull, 
ol neceſlity, leave behind him the deareſt 
part of himſelf ; he had many ſtrugglings and 


combats in his mind, which ſeemed to be di- 
vided between love and honour: he was loath 


to leave his Lady, and yet unwilling to have 


his reputation ſullied: and theſe different paſ- 
ſions of the mind cauſed ſuch an alteration in 


his countenance, that it was taken notice of 
by his Lady, who not knowing the cauſe, was 
the more troubled at it; and therefore follow- 


ing him one day into the Garden, whither ge 


had retired to conſider with himſelf what he 
had beſt to do, the earneſtly preſſed him to 
let her know what it was that troubled him; 
{or ſhe had for ſome time, ſhe ſaid, obſerved 


he was diſquieted, but could not tell at what, 
and ſhe was fearful ſhe might, though ſhe 


knew 1t not, be the occaſion of it; adding, 
command me in any thing a wife can juſtly do, 
and I am all obedience. This tender carriage 
of his Lady added freſh fuel to the fire of his 


afflictions, and made him ſtill far more un- 


willing to leave her. Wherefore cauſing her 


to fit down by him, he told her, She was in- 


deed the innocent occaſion of his trouble, for 
her great love and tenderneſs to him had ſo 


engaged his heart to her in reciprocal affec- 
Z 3 : xo; 
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tions, that he knee not how to think of leav- 
ing her, though honour called him loudly to 
the held. His lady, when he talked of leav- 
ing her, was hardly kept from {woonns in his 
arms, and could not forbear ſaying, What ! 
mult we part then? ah, wretched Deidamia! 


and immediately ſhe fell a weeping. Her 
tears did ſo prevail upon the Count, that love 
had now obtained an entire victory, and he 
reſolved to ſtay at home with Deidamia; and 


therefore intreated her to dry up her tears, 


and be comforted ; for he had now come to 
a reſolution, rather to undergo ſome hard 
cenſures for ſtaying at home, than by going 
to the camp to leave his dear Deidamia diſ- 
_conlolate. Theſe kind aſſurances of her huſband _ 
gave her that ſatisfaction, which ſoon ſhewed _ 
itſelf in a chearful countenance, and the en- 
_ dearing expreſſions ſhe gave the Count on 
that occaſion, made him conclude they were 
both happy in each other's love. 


But behold the inconſtancy of worldly hap- 
pineſs, and how little we can promiſe ourlelves 


of it here! We may indeed both purpoſe and 
reſolve, but we cannot ſecure ourſelves from 
diſappointments : the footſteps of divine Pro- 
vidence are often hard to trace. Hence it 15 
that we are told by the inſpired penman, 
That the ways of God are in the deep, and 
his paths in the great waters, and his footlteps 


8 


are not known.“ And we lee often, whatever 
pleaſing proſpect of felicity we have in view. 

ſome unforeſeen occaſion, or ſudden turn ot 

- providence, deſtroys it, and in a moment de- 

prives us of that happineſs, which we had 


promiledt 
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promiſed to ourſelves for many years: and 


yet, theſe changes, to thoſe that fear the Lord, 


are fo diſpoſed and ordered by God's provi« 


dence, that in the end they evidently work 


together for their good. And thus it fell out | 
in the inſtance before us: For whillt Alanſon 


and his Deidamia delighted in each ather, and 
were both happy in the conjugal affection, an 

accident fell out, that put him under the 
neceſſity of going to the camp, which was, 


that a colonel's place in the regiment of Picar- 


dy being vacant, a relation of Alanſon's at 
court, out of a too oflicious kindneſs, put the 


king in mind of the good ſervices of Alanſon, 
and deſired his majeſty to beſtow that vacancy _ 
upon him: To which his majeſty (being ſen- 
"ſible of his former bravery and good ſervice) 
rcadily conſented, and ordered his commiſſion 
to be lent to him; which was done accord- 
ingly. When Alanſon received this commiſ- 


ſion from the purſuivant who brought it, he 
gave him a generous reward for his pains; 


but was not very well pleaſed, either with 


the new honour his majeſty had given him, 


nor With his kinſman's too officious kindneſs 


bY procuring it; becauſe it put him under a 


neceſſity of parting from his lady, which gave 


| him a Very {enlible | diſpleaſure : But Know- 
ing he was by his commiſſion engaged too 


lar for a retreat, his care was how to make 


his Deidamia as caſy as he could: and there- 
fore calling her to take a turn with him in the 
garden, and leading her into an arbour cover- 


cd with jeſſamine, he thus began to tell her 


the umvelcome news that had been bronght 


| iy 2 him, 


63 . 
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him. My deareſt Deidamia, let me conjure 
you not to be troubled at what I am going to 
tell you, but if you will oblige me, do it by 
ſhewing your reſolution and fortitude of mind; 
and yet I cannot but own, that our reſolves, 
like little heaps of ſand, are quickly brought _ 
to nothing ; but the decrees of heaven, like 
the foundations of the earth, are fixed for 
ever. "Twas in this very harbour, my deareſt 
Deidamia, that I reſolved to ſlay at home with 
thee, and not return to the campaign in Tlan- 


ders: and I appeal to him who knows my 1 


heart, how firmly I intended; but ſee here, 
how I am forced againſt my will to break my 
reſolution : {and with that ſhewed her the 
_ commiſſion the king had ſent him, to be colo- 
nel of the regiment of Picardy) and now you 
fee my Deidamia, the neceſſity that hes upon 
me to leave you for a time; but though our 
bodies be divided, we will have one foul and 


love whilſt providence denies us to hve to- 


gether. And whilft I in the field am fighting 
for my king and country, you ſhall ſtay here 


and pray for my ſucceſs: And if it pleaſes 


God that I return, (which I do not doubt at 
all, for heaven I am ſure will hear your ter- 
vent prayer) it will be a new addition to my 

Joy, to lay thoſe laurels I ſhall win in the battle 

at Deidamia's feet. Poor Deidamia heard 
this heavy news with a ſad heart, but anſwer- 

ed with piety and prudence worthy of her- 
ſelf, that ſince what happened was not of his 
ſeeking, but what the providence of God had 
called him to, ſhe thought it was her duty 

{though ſhe could hardly do it without retuc- 


| tance) 
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tance) to acquicſce in the divine diſpoſal of 
human actions, and would endeavour to ſtille 
her reſentments, rather than give him any 
farther trouble: Alanſon being no les pleaſed 
with Deidamia's prudence than her kind affec- 
tion, which he expreſſed by ſeveral tender 
things he told her, applied himſolf to the get- 
ting ready of his equipage, in order to his de- 


parture; and then ſettling the affairs of his 


family, ordered Antonio his chaplain, who | 


was a friar of the order of St. Francis, to ſay 
a folemn maſs for his ſucceſs in the fie! d, and 
the protection of his lady and family in his 
_ abſence ; recommending his deareſt Deidamia 
to the care of Antonio his chaplain, and Fro- 
novius his ſteward to his houthold, in theſe 
words: To your care in my abſence, Irecom- 
mend the ſafety and welfare of my beloved 
lady, the molt virtueſt and loving of wives; 
and charge you, as you expect to anſwer it 
to God an me, be obedient to all her com- 
mans ; comfort and cheriſh her in her ſoli- 
tude, and ſee that all my domeſlics pay the 
like exact reſpects. This and much, more, 
they faithfully promiſed to obſerve. Then 
giving liberally to cach ſervant, and having 
not:ce that his equinage was ready, and divers 
gentlemen on horſeb 2ck w aiting to accompany 
him, he took [115 ſolemn leave of his dear 
Deidamia , whoſe ſad preſaging heart was oVer- 
come With grief to that degree, that the could 
only ſpeak theſe ew prophetic words: Ah, my 
dear lord, may heaven prevent my fears! But 


my poor heart forcbodes that this will be a 


long and fatal parting. To which the Count 
replied, 
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replied, do not caſt down thy ſelf dear Deida- 
mia, by the indulging of ſuch melancholy 
fancies; but aſſure yourlſlelt, Il haſten my 
return as much as poſſible, and I will fend to 
you as often as I can. And in the mean time 
ſhall commit you to the protection of the 
Almighty, the bleſted Virgin Mother, and all 
the holy ſaints and angels; and ſcaling his 
allecton on her lips with gentle kiſſes, he took 
his leave of her and rid away, not thinking 
he had left an innocent dove to the protection 
ol two ravenous vultures. ting 


It is not much to my purpoſe to tell you, 
how well he was received at the head of his 
command by the Duke of Luxcmburgh, or 
what brave exploits his courage carried him 
through, ſince neither fame, nor the public 


. 


neus from Paris have been wanting to ipeak 
his commendation; I therefore omit it, (un- 


leſs in ſome paſſages, where it will, in the 
thread of this amazing relation, be neceſſary 
to mention fome particulars) and {hall con- 
tinue with the ſorrowful Deidamia, who after 
his departure, ſeemed to have baniſhed all com- 
fort from her breaſt; all that ſne found was in her 
de votions and prayers to Almighty God, for his 
protection and ſafe return, greatly affecting 
lolitude; and as much as ſhe could, avoiding 
the viſits of divers ladies, who (as they ſaid) 
came to make her merry, and divert her 
_ melancholy, ſhe being very well beloved both _ 
by the nobility and gentry, for her comely 
carriage, modeſt behaviour, ſweetneſs of tem- 


per, and aflability. 


. 
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In the cool of the day, ſhe uſually made it 
her bulineſs to retire into her Garden penſive 
and alone, it being by the care and diligence 
of the Gardener, kept and ordered like another 
Paradiſe, ſtored with great variety of choice 
plants. and flowers, adorned with pleaſant. 
fountains, and ſeveral delightful harbours, 
ſhaded over with intertwining jeſſamine, in 
which ſhe and herabſent lord had paſſed fome 
joyful, as well as ſad hours, and 8 the remem- 
hrance of them would ſadly weep, then pray 
(according to the cuſtom of the 3 who 
allow praying to ſaints) to the tutelary ſaints 
for his protection: And ſo drying up her tears 


would walk thence again, taking but little 


reſt in any place: But one time palling by a 
bed of tulips, ſhe eſpied Bernard her Gardener 5 
{for fo he was called) buſy in watering them, 
and crecting ſuch as declined their drooping 
heads, occafoned on the heat of the ſun's too 
ſcorching | beams; ſhe had often in this man 
obſerved a harmleſs native innocence, accom- 
panied with an accute ingenuity; (and indeed 
a Gardener who underſtands his buſineſs as 
ne ought to do, mnſt be an ingenious man) 


and therefore ima gined it might adminiſter te 


her ſome advantage to hold diſcourſe wi th 
him, in what related to the myſterics of Gar- 
denins. thinking it no un aderv aluing, though 
me was her menial ſer vant, tince {he kad often : 
read, That kings, princes, and other great 
and wiſe men hal voluntarily become of this 
occupation: that Adam, when Governor of 
all the world, w a5 employed? 111 it bv God him- 
FelF;” fo that coming coſe to him, Whilſt hs. 
3 la 


6 Tie French Convert. 


bands were buſied at his work; the man by 
his car (his back being towards her) being in- 
formed. ol ſomebody's approach, ſuddenly 
ſtarted up, and ſeeing his beautiful lady near 
him, was a little ſurprized, and would have 
retired to give her the more freedom in her 
walks, but ſhe prevented him by ſaying, Ber- 
nard, Pray do not let me hinder yoa in your 
buſineſs ;"1 come on purpoſe to obſerve your 
dexterity 1 in Gardening; I ſee you mind it 
with a juſt diligence, though vour lord is ab- 
ſent. Madam, (replied he ) T beg your lady- 
ſhip's par don, in that I tell you I am no eye 
ſervant, as, well knowing I muſt give an 
account to God, as well as to man, if I am 
negligent in what I promiſe to perform, and 
am : intruſted with. Deidamia ſtood furprized 
at the man's plain, but ingemous reply; and 
changing ſomewhat the manner of her diſ- 
courte, aſked him divers queſtions about the 
virtues, natures, qualities, and productions of 
flowers and plants, Sc. in all which he ſatisſicd 
her to her admiration; by which ſhe perceived 
him to be better learned in the myſteries ot 
. 8 than ſhe expected from one of his pro- 
felon. And to be brief, the often held ſuch 
innocent converſation with him, when at any 
time ſhe found him buſy in the Garden, being 
much delighted to Peer him diſcourſe how 
much of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
might be learned from the works of creation; 
for he had a 3 faculty of ſperithaliving 
his employment, and making his bulineis 
ſerve like Ja acob's ladder, to carry him ſrom 
earth to heaven. W hich ſometimes cauſed 


her 
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her to reflect that this man was ſomething. 
more than he appeared to be, (indeed ſhe was 
not much miſtaken) ſo that entertaining a good 
Opinion of him, {he ordered his lodging to be 
changed for a better, and his coarſe and home- 
I/ commons to be enlarged, above what was 
_ uſual to thoſe of his profeſſion and degree. 
But now Antonio the chaplain, however he 
had appeared like a ſaint to his maſter, began 
to ſhew himſelf a devil to his miſtreſs, and too 
plainly ſhewed his cloven foot; though above 
fifty years of age, he had for ſome time har- 
boured luſtful defires towards the fair and 
beautiful Deidamia, that he was now relolved 
to attempt her chaſtity. And though her vir- 
tue and her ſpotleſs chaſtity, might very well 
have kept him from purſuing his unclean 


deſires, yet he flattered himſelf with hopes of 


obtaining his end, by corrupting the judgment: 
In which he found himſelf very much miſ- 
taken, as the ſequel will declare. For the Di- 

vine Goodneſs had a farther work to do for 

Deidamia; who being altogether 1gnorant of 
what this wretch deſigned againſt her honour, 

frequented her beloved Garden as ſhe uſed to 
do; and one evening hearing the Gardener 
reading in a lonely arbour, where he thought 
himſelt ſecure (for he had induſtrioufly con- 
cealed his being a Proteſtant from any of the 
 Jamily) her curioſity to hear him, made her 
draw near ſo ſoftly, that he could not hear 
her: He was then reading the ſirſt chapter of 
the Epiſtle to the Romans, from the 20th to 
the end of the 23d verſe, viz. For the inviſible 
things of him from the creation of the wortd are 
es C . 
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clearly feen, being underſtood by. the things that 
are made, even his eternal Power and Gogaheac, ; 
ſo that they are without cæc ue, becaufe that clic 
they knew God, they glorified him not as @ Gu, 
neither were thankful but became vain in u 
i maginations, and their fooliſh hearts were aark- 
ened ; proſeſſing themfelves to be wife they became 
Fools, and changed the Glory of the incorruptille 
Cod, into an image like to corruptible Man, and 
to birds and four-footed re 0 and creepmsg 
a e 
Having thus far proceeded, he pauſed, and 
with eyes lifted up to heaven, gave Glory un- 
to God, that he had preſerved him blameleſs 
from theſe offences againſt his divine Majeily,: 
which through ignorance and ſuperſtition, 
had overſpread the greateſt part of Europe. 


5 O Lord, continued he, I humbly beſecch 


thee, as I have already ſuffered a perſecution 
for thy name's ſake, and for the ſake of a good 
_ conſcience, ſo never let me depart from the 
ways of thy truth, to change thy incorruptible 
Glory into an image made like corruptible 
man: And when he had ſaid this, tears ſtood 
in his eyes, and his words were ſucceeded 
„„ „ 
Deidamia, who had all this while attentivelyx 
liſtened, found ſomething in her mind that 
made a ſudden unealy alteration, and thought 


to have gone away undiſcovered; but then 


again, her zeal for the Romiſn religion, which 
ſhe thought he had reproached by deteiting 
image-worſhip, carried her ſo far as {he re- 
ſolved to give him a ſharp reprimand, left he 
perſiſting further, until diſcovered by others, 
. 3 mige 
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might ruin himſelf ; though her Goodneſs and 
gentle nature was not for working him any 
injury by revealing it, but never was a man 
more ſurprized than Bernard, when he ſaw 
Her, whom at that time of day he little 
ſuſpected, as not being uſual; yet collecting 
his ſcattered ſenſes, he aroſe 1 his feat, 
and withal endeavoured to hide his bible un- 
der his coat, thinking ſhe had newly come, 
and might neither have heard him read, nor 
ſcen his bible; but ſhe in a frowning manner, 
contrary to the wonted ſweetneſs of her tem- 
per, commanded him to deliver it to her, that 
the flames might conceal his fault; and told 
him, ſhe would not for that time diſcover his 
being converſant with a book ſo ſtrictly by 
the church prohibited to the laity; for (conti- 
nued ſhe) it is enough that we believe as the 
church believes, without farther diſpute, or 
puzzling ourſelves with thoſe ſcruples and 
niceties winch, in all probability, we may make 
a falſe conſtruction of, and wreſt even thoſe 
ſcriptures, that are the rule of our faith, to 


dur own damnation. . 


This ſmart diſcourſe, and the frowns of the 
fair Deidamia in this caſe, did not fo much 
daunt Bernard as in another ot leſs concern it 

might have done; but with ſome aſſurance, 
he replied, © Ah, madam ! I little thought of 

being ſurprized by you at my devotion, but 
lince Jam, I cannot grant what you demand; 
rather you may command my body to the 
flames, and as a willing martyr I will ſooner 
go than betray the cauſe of God, in delivering 
up his holy word to be conſumed, in which 
. G 2 „ 
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are contained all things neceſſary to ſalvation : 
and it would be in me an apparent contempt. 
of that ſalvation, ſhould I voluntarily, or 
through fear caſt it from me. As to your ſay- 
ing, madam, that the church has prohibited 

the laity the uſe of this ſacred book, eſpecially 
in a known tongue, I readily grant it; but, 


O moſt virtueſt lady, you little Eno their -3 = © 


policy in that; it is not that they fear or care 
what miſconſtructions men make of it; but 
becauſe it is like arrows in the hand of a giant, 
ſtrong againſt their worldly mtereit., plainly 


=  cifcovering their errors and groſs 1dolatries. 


He would have proceeded, but the heat of 
zeal proftpted her haſtily to interrupt him, 
ſay ing, ſurely Bernard, you are diſtracted, or 
elſe what is worſe, an Heretic: I togk you to 
be wiſer, and more reaſonable, when I dif- 


c—ourſed with you the other day. Truly, ma- 


dam, replied he, as for being in my right 
ſenſes, I bleſs Almighty God, he has in his 
mercy hitherto continued them to me: and 
for my being an Heretic, pardon me; if St. 
Paul anſwers for me, when he was accuſed 
before Felix, ſaying, © But this I confeſs unto 

thee, after the way which they call hereſy, ſo wor- 


up I the God of my fathers, believing all things 


wich are written, in the law and the prophets.” 


Upon this, Deidamia, who by nature was all 


__ Goodnels, Gentleneſs, and Affability, began to 
moderate her anger, and conſider a little what 


be had ſaid; yet the zeal for the religion ſhe 


rofeſſed, made her mildly rebuke him, and 
— before him the danger he was in, if his 
opinion was diſcovered; bidding him be 
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cautious and wiſe in what he did; though, for 
her part, he need not fear but ſhe would lock 
up what ſhe had diſcovered, in her breaſt, 
and it would paſs no farther; and fo depart- 
ing, left him in ſome confuſion. 


. Deidamaa, retiring to her chamber, began 
to conſider what had palled, and remember- 
ed ſhe had often wept in her tender years, 
when ſhe heard the cruelties the Roman Ca- 
tholics uſed toward the Hugonots, or proteſ- 
tants in France; and diſapproving of their 
perſecuting ſpirit as not of God; whole chiet- 


_ ell attribute is Mercy, tender Compaſſion, and 


Forgiveneſs ; when, on the contrary, me found 
thole who made religion fo much their boaſt. 
ſo very cruel, that, far from the. inſtance of 
our Saviour's refuſing to call for fire from 

heaven to conſume thole who had injuriouſly 


and defpiteſully uſed him, they made their - 


very worſhip and devotions a ſnare, to bring 
thofe under their cruel hFndlings, who had 
in no wile offended them, but in being ſepa- 
rated from them, and moving according to 
the dictates of their conſcience. She had 
likewiſe obſerved the harmleſſneſs and 1not- 
fenſive mannerof living in the perſecuted, and 
bolten ſhewed ſome diſhke of the looſencſs and 
unchriſtian practices of the perſecutors; ſo 
that although ſhe had a good opinion of the 
Romiſh Religion, as having been brought up 
in it from her infancy, yet had {he nat ſo of 
many of the profcliors of it, who apparently 
derogated from the ways of virtue, and ſeem- 


„ 2 new > road thi 
This wrought ſome labourings in her mind, 
through the gracious operation of the holy 


ſpirit; 
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ſpirit; and in her night thoughts, more ſeri- 
oully reflecting on many things, and particu- 
larly on the Gardener's expreſſion out of St. 


Paul's words to Felix the Governor, inferring 


from thence, that it muſt be the ſincerity of 
the heart towards God, more than the ſhew, 


or outward name or profeſſion of any religion, 
that renders the perſon acceptable in his tight. 
In the midſt of theſe cogitations and debates 
within herſelf, ſhe found ſomething (as if it 
_ were by anover-ruling power) ſtrongly moved 
her to a deſire of farther converſing with Ber- 
nard, about the fundamentals of his religion; 
wich, by the Popiſh pries, as well in their 
pulpits, as private converſation, had been re- 
pPreſented fo odious, damnable, and to be de- 
A Fay, 4 
The morning no ſooner ſummoned the 
_ Gardener to vifit his flowers and plants, and 
to perform his uſual taſk in watering and or- 
dering them, but Deidamia, who had taken 


little reit that night, aroſe; and having per- 
formed her oriſon, and then refrethed herlelt 


with a moderate reflection, took an opporiu- 
nity between that and dinner time to enter 
the Garden privately, at a door that opened 


into it from her apartment; and to [{kreen the 
better what ſhe intended from prying eves, 


took divers turns, and gathered poſies and 
flowers; and then fanning herſelf as if the 


© 


heat offended her, paſſing many winding al- 
leys, over-Tpread with pleaſant ſhades, ſhe 


came to the before- mentioned arbour, and 
again ſurprized the Gardener in his medita- 
tions: the man was not under any conſterna- 


tion 
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tion at her coming. but riſing and bowing 
low, would have departed out of good man- 
ners, to give her the ſole freedom of that 
pleaſant bower : but ſhe laid her commands 
on him to ſtay, ſaying, ſhe had conſidered of 
nis lormer diſcqurle; and had made it her bu- 
lineſs to find him out, that he might give her 
ſome better reaſon for the opinion he held, 
than yet he had done. 
lis modeſty, and the humble thoughts he 
conceived of himſelf, would ſcarce give him 
leave to ht down, though the often com- 
manded him ſo to do, but at laſt he compli- 
ed, and then ſhe aſked him, upon what ground 
and lounGation the baſis of Tus religion was 
led. 
| Gard It is ſounded on the ſcriptures of the 

Old and New Teſtament, which were written 
by men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and gi- 
ven ſor our inſtruction and lcarning; it is only 
the word of God that can warrant the truth 
of any profellion in religious matters; and 

that we proteſiants (through God's aflitance) 
labour to conform and live up to. 
Deidamia. Ay, but you may be miſtaken 
in the miſinterpreting the ſcriptures, and fall 
into groſs herc es, as our church charges you; 
and therefore | ias {tricity forbid the Laity of 
our Communion to meddle wich them, left, 
like weapons put into the hands of! deots or 
madmen, they ! in jure them! elves and others 
thereby. LAM 
Gad. Ah! Lach ſhalt [ be the: 8 nd deal 
plainly with you 1 74 this Point? 2 
Deid. * "ith all my heart: let me hear what 
vou Can lav in onſwer toit. BW 
Card. 
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Gard. All icriptures are given for our lcarn- 
ing. God is willing we ſhould know his re- 


vealed will, that we may be the better enabled 


to perform it. St. Paul commends the Beræans, 


and calls them noble, becauſe they {earched 
the ſcriptures, to ſce whether the things they 


heckd were {9 or no; and we have many com- 


 mands for this—as, See ye out of the book of the 


Lord, and read, Ilaiah 34. 16. They were more 
noble, in that they fearched the fe AY tures daily, 
_ 17. 11. Let the word 0 pr dwell a 5 
in you, Col. 3. 16. From a child how haſt known 
the feriptures, 2. Tim. 3. 15. Take the 1 — of 


the Sbirit, which is the word of God, Eph. 6. 17. 


and many others that I might mention, which 


are to be found in the ſcriptures; and this 


not commanded to * but to all chat ſeck ; 
" falvation. 


Deid. Certainly, if our church had ſeen thi 18 


| fit, they would not have denied it; but being 
5 dangerous to ſouls, it ought to be abe 


Card. It is indeed dangerous to break God's 


commandments, and to teach men ſo to do, 
and to make the word of God of none effect 
by human tradition. We know the woes 


Chriit pronounced againſt the Phariſees To: 


thele things. 


Deid. W hy, who are pailty: of this? the 
Church of Rome, the holy catholic church, as 


it has in many ages been ſtiled, is not ſurely 
ſpotted with ſuch crimes. 


Gard. I wiſh I could ſay it was not, but it 
deeply is guilty, as in many other particulars, 
fo moſt eminently in this, That it profeſſes, 


the 
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the word of God, or to believe any of it, but 
from the teſtimony of your church; and to 
awe men to ſuch a belief, threats of damna- 
tion are uſed, as well as the magiſtrates ſwords. 
and crucl torments by inquifitions; and in- 
deed 1t is not done without Ground; this is 
done to hinder prying into their groſs idola- 
tries, errors, and ſuperſtition, derogatory to 
the ſcriptures, and expreſs command of God. 
Dieid. Sure you are beſides yourſelf: nor 
can you prove this ; but being fallen from the 
church, do this only in prejudice and ſpite, 
to lay a ſlain upon its virgin innocence. _. 
Card. No: it is apparent from the word of 
God, and even from reaſon itſelf, to thoſe 
that will conlider, and are not blinded with 
ignorance, which your church, in her ſenſe, 
truly ſtiles the Mother of Devotion. 
Deid. Can any ſuch thing be in a church 


that is infallible? and to prove that it is ſo, it 


is ſaid to be built upon St. Peter; he is the 
rock ſpoken of, and this rock doth, together 
with St. Peter, include his ſucceſſors; and the 
church built on this rock (united to and built 
upon the Pope) is infallible; for it is ſaid The 

gales 6f hell. ſliall not prevail againſt it. 
Gard. Pardon me Lady, if I ſay, there is 
no agreement among the churchmen about 

this infallible judge: ſome will have it the 

Pope, ſome a general council, and others both; 
none of your writers have yet concluded on it. 

However theſe words are perverted ; for it is 
more probable, that not St. Peter's perſon, but 
his doctrine or confeſſion concerning Chriſt, 
i. c. the rock upon which the church is built. 
FRE D ä CTIPTUre 
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Scripture is the beſt interpreter : it is not Pe- 
ter, but Chriſt is the e fafien of the church, 
as here in my bible you may fee, by the 28th 
chapter and 16th verſe of Ifaiah, compared 
with 1 Pet. 2, 6, 7, 8, which you may pleaſe to 
read, (which ſhe did.) It is morcover ex- 
Preſsly ſaid, 1 Cor. 3, 11. Other foundation 
can no man lay, than that which is laid which 15 
Jeſus Chrift. And this is the more confidera- 
ble, becauſe he ſpeaks againſt thoſe that made 
the apoltles to be the foundations, ſaying I am 
of Paul, another of Apollos, or Cephas : and 


ik this is ſpoke of Peter, no more is {aid of him _ 


Here, than is ſpoken of all the propheis and 
apoſtles, Epheſ. 2, 20. Ye are 5470 1 bon the 
. of the apoſtles and prophets. 


Deid. Well, I am not much learned in this 


; myery'; but pray, what as erroneous can yu 
_ afhgn in our Wore, or any other thing the 
_ church holds as abſolutely neceſſary ? 


ard. The paying divine adoration to An- 


gels and Saints, expreſsly contrary to God's 
_ commands, and derogatory to his honour, who 
alone ought to be worſhipped in heaven and 
earth; and to worſhip any other, either famt 
or angel, or any creature, is idolatry, and a 
breach of the ſecond commandment. 
Deid. Nay, not too haftily ; we do not wor- 
ſhip the angels and ſaints as God, with the 
higheſt worſhip, which is only proper to God, 
but with an inferior kind of religious worſhip, 
eee may preſent our ſupplications to 
him. 288 Tbs 
Card. There is no interceſior or mediator 
but Chriſt Jefus, who is appointed to — 
3 e that 


"% 
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that office: If any man wants wiſdom, let him 
aß of God, James i. 5. Neither of Saints nor 
Angels. Come to me, ſaith our Saviour, and 1 
wall in no wife cajt you out. This free invita- 
tion ſhews us, he alone was to receive our pe- 
titions, and preſent them to his father. Image- 
worſhip is alſo brought cunningly by prielts, 
to gain worldly advantage; and pretended 
miracles, to draw the ignorant to pay the de- 
votion more at one place than at another, im- 


poſed on the ignorant for lucre's ſake. —1 


could {ay much more, but 1 fear to offend 
_ Deid. No you do not; but let us come 
nearer to the main controveriy. What think 
you of tranſubſtantiation? Is not Chriſt cor- 
porally preſent in the ſacraments? 
It is a miſrepreſentation of our Saviour's 
words, for if he had ſo meant, as the church 
of Rome holds it, when he broke the bread, 
he mult have held himſelf in his own hands, 
and eat himſelf, yet fit ſtill whole and entire 
at the table; his whole body mult be in the 
mouth of every communicant at once, and 
that body in millions of places at one time, 
broken and unbroken, and be ſubject to pu- 
trefaction ; and therefore the words, This us 
my body, do intend, This doth figntſy my body. 
And upon the ſame account our Saviour is 
called a Door, a Roch, a ine: yet none can 
be fo void of underſlanding, to believe he 
was turned into any of thele. And therefore, 
- when he broke the bread, and gave the cup. 
he did it only that when chriſtian congrega- 
tions were met on ſolemn occaſions to cele- 
D 2 727: Beats: 
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brate Ins worſhip, they ſhould do it in re- 


membrance of him, till his coming in glorv 


at the laſt day, as the immediate words ex- | 


plain, and it is abſurd to believe that the Prieſt's 
uttering a few words over a wafer, can make 
it a God, or that body offered on the crols. _ 
Deid. You amaze me: But pray, What do 
vou hold about Purgatory ? Is there ſuch a 
place, where ſouls are to endure their purga- 
tions after death, that go not immediately to 
heaven, and by maſles and prayer may be re- 
Jeaſked fboncr or leert. 


Card. It is a tradition lately brought in, and 


with it hath brought much increaſe of wealth 
to the church. The word of God allows only 
heaven for thoſe who ſhall be made veſſels of 
mercy; and hell for thoſe whoſe ſins have 
provoked him to caſt them down to thoſe diſ- _ 
mal regions of ſorrow, and eternal woe: no 
_ prayers after death being available. ; 
Dieid. Theſe notions are as new as ſtrange 
tome, have you any authentic proof of this. 


Gard. Yes, the revealed word of God is ſa- 


cred proof beyond denial : Ihe rich man in hell | 


„ up his eyes being in torment, Luke xvi: 23. 
They ſhall fit down with Abraham, Tſaac, and 


Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, but the other 
fall be caſt into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be 
_ weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, Mat. XxXviii. 12. 
He that belreveth fhall be ſaved, and he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned, Mat. xxvi. 16. Here 
is no {uch thing as purgatory to be found; it 


is only the blood of Chriſt that purgeth us 


from our ſins; and from all uncleanneſs of 


fleſh and ſpirit, to preſent our ſouls nts 
4. — rr 
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and anſpotted to his Father: By this I under- 

tand thole that die in the Lord need not our 
_ prayers, and thoſe that die in their fins no 
prayers can avail, for in the grave there is no 
repentance ; As the tree fails, fo it mut lie; 
whether it falls towards the North, or towards 
the SoutN, where it falls there it mu he. There 
are only two extremes, North and South, nor 

middle way or purgatory for it to fall in. And 
as eee leaves us, ſo judgment will aur 

find us. 

He would have proceeded, but ſhe ſlopt : 
him, laying, Pray how long have you been of 
this opinion ? = 
Gard. Ever ſince God was pleaſed to en- 
lighten me with his grace, to be attentive to 

his holy word, and to be guided by it. 
Deid. Was you ever then of the church of 
Rome ? £ 
Card. In my younger years I was, but thro 
mercy, being made ſenſible by the ſcriptures 
of the corruptions and errors of that church, 
by the aſliſtance of worthy divines, I hope 
with St. Paul, Nothing ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate me from bra: love of God, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. I will not offend your ladyſhip's 
chaſte ears, with the hiſtory of the debauch- 
eries and wicked lives of divers popes, and 
moſt of the clergy : but will pray to heaven 
to defend you from either luſt or revenge. 
And ſince Ihave, by a free confeſſion, put my | 
life in your hands, I humbly ſubmit it to your 
_ Goondinels, to 

Here again {he interrupted | him, and de- 
manded, why the religion he profelled w as 
called the Proteſtant Rehio! On! 


10 
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Io which he replied, as for being ſo called 
it is to diſtinguiſh it from that of the Romiſh; 
it came from ſeveral princes and cities in Ger- 
many; who, upon the preachings of good men, 
and their exemplary lives, proteſt againſt the 
uſurpations of the Romiſh Church, and its 
errors. That it was no new doctrine, but the 
truth of Primitive Chriſtianity, conlefled, aſ- 
ſerted, and purged from the corruptions of 
Popery, taking the revealed will of God lor 
mo rr OO ay 
At this Deidamia pauſed a while; and then 
taking his bible, looked over the ſacred proots 
he had turned down in order; and her colour 
went and came fo, that he eaſily perceived 
her mind was labouring under ſome difhcul- 
ties; and ſo giving it to him again, went away 
without ſpeaking one wor. 


This ſomewhat perplexed the Gardener, as 


fearing ſhe was diſpleaſed with what he had 
_ Jaid; but her ſending for him privately to 
her chamber the next morning, under the no- 
tion of bringing her ſome choice flowers, ba- 
niſhed all fear in him, when they two being 
only left together, ſhe gently led him to the 


cloſet, and ſhutting the door, to be more pri- 


vate, ſaid, Bernard, (fetching a deep ſigh) 
your 1 diſcourſe has much broken 

my laſt night's reſt; I have been meditating 
on it, and I find abundance of reaſon in what 
you ſay; you have, as St. Paul ſaid in another 

caſe, almoſt perſuaded me to be of your per- 

ſuaſion. I wiſh to God, moſt virtuous Lady, 
rephed he, I might be an humble inſtrument 
m God's hand, to do any thing that may re- 
_ ; redound 
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redound to his glory, and the good and wel- 
tare of your precious and immortal foul, with- 
out hazarding your temporal quiet and peace, 
or expoling you to any danger; though for a 
crown of hfe and immortality, all earthly 
things are to be deſpiſed ; and the holy apoſtle 
accounts all this world's good but as droſs and 
dung, in compariſon of enjoying Chrilt Jeſus. 
Well, ſaid ſhe, this is my aim, and if God 
enables me with his aſſiſting grace, I hope, 
through his mercy, to attain it. I have in- 
deed, continued the, to my great Grief, ob- 
ſerved the looſe and profane manner of living 
ok thoſe that profeſs our religion: alledging, 
that a confeſhon, with ablolution, and ſome 
other works, will purge them from their fins, 
and gain them that blefledneſs in the end, 
which I could never heartily beheve they 
__ wouldobtain by them: and fince I have more 
ſeriouſly conſidered God's word exprelsly to 
the contrary, I cannot believe that any thing 
but ſincere and unfeigned repentance, in the 
cauſe of an unſpotted life, can purchaſe, (thro 
the merits of my faviour) thole endleſs Glories 
and tranſcendant bleihngs that God hath pro- 
miſed to poor mortals.—She would have pro- 
ceeded, but the falling tears itopped her ut- 
terance, and Bernard had an inward rejoicing 
to ſee her brought to this pats; whereupon he 
comforted her with good advice, and the cor- 


dials of God's mercies and promiſes. In brief. 
he had made her ſenſible of the errors ſhe had 


been brought up in, and then opened, from 
point to point, the cheat of pretended mura- 
cles and relicks, the impoſing on people with 
N VVVMĩ pardon 
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pardon and indulgeuce, in order to get mo- 
- ney, the whoredoms, murders, and incells of 
many popes, cardinals, and prelates of the 
Romiſh Church; their unreaſonableneſs in 
prohibiting prieſts marriage, which is imme— 
diately appointed by God, and the allowing 
them by canons and decrees the embraces of 
concubines, or to commit adultery, expreſsly 


cContrary to the command of the Almighty, 


for as much as he has expreſsly ſaid thoſe 


that do theſe things ſhall not inherit eternal 


life.—He would have proceeded, but hearing 
the ſound of feet coming up ſtairs, ſhe haſten- 
cd him down a back way, with ſo much 
Precipitation, that he left his Bible behind 
* which ſhe luckily ſeeing, locked up in 


A eruoire. 


I have told you before, that father Antonio 


tte prieſt, forgetting his function, duty, and 
diſtance, gave way to his unruly and lawleſs 
©. - Paſſion, and was then blundering up ſtairs to 


find her in private, having almoſt flultered 
himſelf with wine, on purpoſe either to be 


more confident in his wicked deſign, to tell 


her the ſtory of his nauſeous love, or rather 
Juſt; or that, if he were reproved, he might 
have ſome {lender excule for his 1mpertinency, 
and lay (as too many do) the blame of their 
folly on that which 1s, rather an aggravation 


_ of their crime, that is their Drunkenneſs; and 


To ſuddenly he came, that n his noſe 


over che upper-ſtep, jult as the Gardener poſt- 


ed out of the private door, he had a glimpſe 

of the back-parts of his garments, as it after- 

wards appeared; but at that time took no 
notice 
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notice of any ſuch thing. Deidamia ſeeing 
Antonio coming towards her in a very pleaſant 
humour, demanded with a modeſt decency. 
what occaſion brought him thither to diſturb 
We. Te ĩ 
Ah! (ſaid the impudent prieſt, who could 
not long keep down his boiling paſſion) © your 
two fair eyes, ſweet lady, like load-ſtones, 
have drawn me to you; that beauteous _—_ 
ing face of yours has made me forget mylelf 
with my duty to my lord, and the truſt he re- 


pPoſed in me.” Why certainly, ſaid Deida- 


mia, (calling in patience to bridle in her paſ- 
ſion) you are beſide yourlelf, Antonio.— 
What mean you by this kind of diſcourſe ? If 
I am beſide — (replied he almoſt crying) 
your fair ſelf is the cauſe of it, whoſe beauty 


| like arrows, have wounded my heart and 
ſickened my brain; I wiſh I had never ſeen 
luch an amiableneſs in woman-kind ; but fince 


condeſcend to make me 


I have been ſo unfortunate as to be your fet- 


tered captive, take ſome compaſſion on me, 
| and caſe my ſufferings.” What ſufferings ? 


replied Deidamia, frowning, or what can be 
the ſenſe of all this looſe ſtuff? © Why then, 
replied he, to be ſerious; in plain terms, I love 
you, and that ſo xr agen that unleſs you 
ſuitable returns, 1 
| ſhall have no peace nor quiet; but muſt be 
- miſerable and wretched eternally.” Then 
ſaid ſhe, be youſo; what have you ſeen of any 
_ looſe miſbecoming behaviour in me, that you 
ſhould dare to {peak thus to me ; Thus, like a 


thunder: bolt, ſtruck him mute; when {mooth- 


ing her brows, and growing a little calmer, 


"pe 
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the ſaid, come, come Antonio, I took you for 
another man; you prolels ſanctity, and ad- 
moniſh others to lead a holy life; is this pre- 
tenſion then real, or is it only feigned, to try 
my virtue? 1 proteit, ſaid he, holding up 
both his hands, it is real, and I cannot help 
it. Why, ſays ſhe, would you commit ſo 
great a wickedneſs if you might, and make 


ourſelf guilty of a crime ſo heinous? Ah! | 


ady, replied he, if that be all, I can abſolve 
you by the power given me by the See of 


Rome: conſent and let me enjoy you, your 


teſtation. 


pennance ſhall be always eaſy : Il get a di- 
penſation for your marriage vows from the 
Pope, with pardon, indulgences, or any thing, 
for fins paſt, and thoſe that are to come : nay. 


Il do any thing, ſo I do not fall under your | A g 


diſpleaſure: let me alone for the reſt, and 
This inſolence ſo much diſpleaſed the vir- 
tuous lady, that ſhe could hear no more, nor 
bear it any longer; but commanded him out 
of her preſence: yet could not be rid of him, 
till ſhe . to call up the reſt of her 
ſervants. Whereupon he went muttering 
away: and for two days after, as much as poſ- 
ſible he could, he ſhunned coming into her 
preſence ; which much pleaſed her, for ſhe 
could not behold him but with horror and de- 


I his attempt, however, in one ſenſe, (thro' 


the over-ruling providence and goodneſs of 7 


God, who is wonderful in council, and ex- 
_ cellent in working, and can make the greatell 
wickedneſs of his creatures ſerve the purpolc 
_ of his own glory) worked to her advantage J 
| or 
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for ſhe believed now all true that the Gardener 
had told her, about the wicked debauched 
lives of the Romiſh clergy, ſince this villamous 
prieſt had not ſcrupled to prefer the Pope's 
pardon for no leſs than adultery, and that be- 
fore it was committed; by which means or 
encouragement, {he plainly ſaw it muſt con- 
ſequently be that they frequently tempted 
eaſy and ignorant people to the commiſſion of 

many fins; therefore ſhe reſolved to leave 

| theſe blind guides, and take the word of God 
for her leader and inſtructor; forbearing to 
come to confeſſion, or hear maſs, ſometimes _ 
upon pretence of indiſpoſition, and at other 
times purpolely by going abroad, at the uſual 
times of either; and holding ſome other con- 


ferences with the Gardener, which, (as to par- 


ticulars) for brevity's ſake, I mult of neceſſity 
—__—— „„ 
She found in herſelf a ſtrange averſion to 
the religion ſhe had been brought up in; and 
having procured a Bible in the French tongue, 
took ſuch delight in reading it, that whenever 
ſhe had time to retire, it was not out of her 
hand; yet ſhe kept this as ſecret as pollible ; 
and not being ready at it herſelf, got the 
Gardener to turn her down ſuch proofs as 
were the {trongeit arguments againſt the er- 
rors of popery, and where the abominations 
pot the my ſtical Babylon were pointed at. This 
be joy fully did, and gave praiſe to God who 
e him inſtrumental in ſo good a work; 
though he was not ignorant, his life was liable 
to pay tor it, if it were diſcovered. She like- 
wife laid aſide her beads and crucifix, con- 
C verſed 
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_ verſed no more with roſaries or the legends 
of pretended faints ; and though ſhe found 


ſome temptations and fears at the beginning, 
yet frequently praying to God ſhe overcame 


ſatan's wiles, and found abundance of joy and { 


comfort enlightening her ſoul, ſo that ſhe 
could not forbear breaking out into raptures 


of praiſe and thankſgiving, for the wonderful 


change (by ſo ſtrange and unexpected means) 
wrought in her:foul.. © me” 
MWhilſt this virtueſt lady and the Gardener 
held their private correſpondence, in diſcourſ- 
ing of the * of God, and encouraging and 
exhorting each other to perfeverance and 
ſteadfaſtneſs in the truth, Antonio and Frono- 
vius, equally burning with luſtful deſire to 
enjoy the tender beauties of the fair Deidamia, 
were plotting and contriving how their law- 
leſs deſigns might beſt be brought about (tho 
each plotted by himſelf, for as yet they were 
ignorant of each other's paſſion.) The villainous 
prieſt (as you have already heard) had been 
repulſed with indignation, by the chaſte lady, 
which inwardly tormented him, and brought 
him almoſt to his wit's end; but the other 
(Fronovius) had made no trial of her virtue, 
and waited a favourable opportunity to do it ; 


and therefore he thinks, meditates, and caſts 


many things in his mind, till at laſt his paſſion 
_ emboldening him, he was reſolved to break 


the ice with a letter; and if ſhe took no notice 
of that, to ſecond it with a perſonal addreſs: 
but how he ſhould do this with privacy and 


ſafety, he was at a ſtand for a time; for he 
teared to truſt any perſon to deliver it, = 
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nis criminal love ſhould take air: and to _ 
liver it himſelf, would look too daſtard! 
it he was not capable, or at leaſt, durſi = 
{peak for himſelf; however, in a little while, 
he met with a fit opportunity; for Deidamia 
accidently dropping her handkerchief, as ſhe | 
paſſed through a large Gallery that led to her 
apartment, he carefully took it up, and fold- 
ing up his letter in it, which he had ready 
ſealed by him, he gave it to her Gentlewoman 
to give 1t to her lady, telling her he found * 
it in the long Gallery. The Gentlewoman 
knowing the handkerchief to be her lady's, 
immediately carried it to her, who received 
it from her without knowing any thing of a 
letter being in it; and afterwards accidentally 
taking the Handkerchief out of her pocket, the 
letter dropped out upon the Ground, which 
the taking up, and looking upon the ſuper- 
lcription, was extremely ſurprized to find it 
directed to herſelf; and haſtily opening it, 


was much more fo to find the contents thereof : 
as followeth ; 


PARDON me, mt lovely Deidamia, if. your 
beauty makes me for get the ſtation I am in, and 
 emboldens me to own a paſſion I have laboured in 
dan to hide. To be brief, dear Lady, I am % 
captivated by your charms and fingular perfec- 
tions, that Tam conſtrained to ſay, I love you m- _ 
. finitely above all mortal creatures; and ſince it 
appears to me unreaſonable, that any one man 
_ ſhould monopoltze jo ingſtimable a treaſure, give 
me leave to hope, and fuſer me not to languijh 
Aud die, but render the baim 97 vour kindneſs to 
CUTE 
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cure the wounds which your bright eyes have made 
ꝛn your otherwfe wretched ſervant, 
FEI. _ FRONOvVIUS. 


Ihe reading of this letter filled her with 
pluſhes, anger, and amazement, at the unpa- 
ralleled boldneſs and villainy of the author of 
it, and at firſt ſhe was Trelalved to commit it 
to the flames, or to tear it in pieces; but upon 
ſecond thoughts, ſhe laid it up in her cloſet, 
where ſhe vexed and fretted herſelf, that ſhe 
was thus left among ſuch ungrateful wretches, 
that dared ſo much as to ſuſpect her virtues, 
and meaſure them by their own wicked and 
filthy inclinations, as to preſume ſhe would 
defile her marriage-bed ; being more grieved 


for this diſcovery than the former; for ſhe 


knew the prieſt had ſomething of the libertine 
in him, but this man ſhe held to be honeſt 
and virtuouſly inclined till now; and to him 


the thought to have diſcovered Antonio's tolly, 


if he perſiſted in it, that by ſhame and reprooſ 


he might have reclaimed him. But now ſhe 


fcarce knew whom to truſt; and could not 
therefore but tremble at the apprehenſions of 

ſome violence that might be offered her from 

_ thoſe luſtful miſcreants, whole ſlight now very 
much diſpleaſed her. She thought once or 
twice of diſplaying them, but found their au- 
thority in the family was ſo great, that in her 
Jord's abſence ſhe could not do it: Whereup- 
on ſhe fell on her knees to implore God's 
mercy and protection, commending herſelf 

wholly to his care and providence, and beg- 
ging of him to be her guardian and protector. 

35 | | 9 : Though 
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; Though Deidamia's mind, on thoſe ſurpri- 
ling attempts of her honour, was variouſly toſ- 
ſed, till at laſt ſhe came to a {ſettled reſolution ' 
pr udently to conceal what had paſſed, at leaſt 

till her lord came home, for fear of ſcandal 

and diſturbance: yet Fronovius might well 
read in her countenance, whenever he came 
into her preſence, that ſhe had read his letter, 

and how ſhe reſented it; which made him 
Uruggle to overcome his paſſion, but in vain; 


ior like oil thrown on fire, the oppoſition —_: 


lewd deſires met with, made him burn the 
| hercer; ſo that he reſolved to find an oppor- 
tunity to throw himſelf at her feet, and diſ- 
cover his paſſion to her by word of mouth; 
and whilſt he waited for a convenient time 
and place to do it, he perceived the Gardener 
often to go in and out very chearſul, as highly 
pleated and contented; and that though me > 
only carried ſome fruits and flowers, yet his 
frantic paſſion and jcalouſy made him believe 
there was ſomething more in it. Anto- 
nio the prieſt had allo obſerved the like, and 
had much the fame ſentiments, which em- 
boldened them the more to perſiſt in their 
wicked and unclean deſires, and to continue 
to perſecute the chaſte lady with their deteſted 
proffers of lawleſs love; concluding, that if 
one of ſo low a rank could be in favour, they 
in lime could not miſs of obtaining what they 
thought; and ſo blinded with paſſion, and 
purſuing what they aimed at, (though, as has 
been ſaid, unknown to cach other) they kept 
a watchful ey c over the Actions ot 'Deidamia ; 
whoſe mind was taken up in contempla ting 


+ CC» 
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the divine perfections of him, who is fairer 
than the children of men, being every day 
more confirmed in the truth of her religion, 
bleſſing and praiſing God, that by fo wonder- 
ful and unexpected a means, had brought her 
out of darkneſs and errors, into the marvel- 
lous light of his truth, and engaged her heart 
to embrace and entertain it above her chief 
joy; partly looking on the trouble ſhe had 
from Antonio and Fronovius, thoſe brethren _ 
in iniquity, as temptations or trials to confirm 
her the more, by overcoming them, in the 
Doctrine ſhe had ſo lately embraced ; in which 
| the firmly reſolved to perſevere againſt all 
J... uo none, 
But whilſt theſe things paſſed, Fronovius 
had received no other an{wer to his letter 
but Deidamia's angry and much changed 
__ countenance towards him, which he would 


not take for an abſolute repulſe, and there- 


_ fore was reſolved to have her poſitive an- 
{wer; to obtain which, as Deidamia was one 
morning leaning upon the window in her 
chamber, and looking into the Garden, he 
ſtole ſoftly up ſtairs, and was got into her 
chamber, juſt behind her, before ſhe heard 
him, when ſuddenly turning about, and ſec- 
ing him in a dejected poſture, ſhe was very 
much ſurprized, and trembling at the fight, 


whilſt he by many words endeavoured to 


 thew the Greaineſs of his paſſion; but having 
ſomewhat recollected her ſpirits, ſhe, with an 
angry countenance, ſpake to him thus : © Why 
how now, Fronovius? What bulineſs have 
you here, thus to ſlcal into my chamber una- _ 
Wirres; 
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wares? This is ſuch an affront, a piece of im- 
pudence and rudenels, as better becomes a 


- thief than the ſteward of my houſhold ; and 


the filthy errand that you come on, 1s far 
more criminal than your coming. What have 
you ever {cen of lightneſs in my carriage that 
ſhould make you thus audacious, or give you 
the leaſt hope to ſucceed in your unlawful 


| and wicked deſires? I command you to be 


gone: And know, that if you perſiſt in your 
impudence and folly, I will ſpeedily take 
thoſe methods, that ſhall iſſue in your de- 
ſerved Thame and confuſion.” 
He would have rephed, but ſhe forchwith 
went out of her chamber and would not hear 
This abſolute denial and ſevere reprimand, 


 {illed Fronovius full of confuſion, and almoſt 
made him 1 Hg ; but after ſome reflection, 


he ſtrongly fancied, that the oppolition he 


met with proceeded not from the lady's vir- 


tuc, but from the greater inclination ſhe had 
for ſome rival, who enjoyed thoſe favours 
which he had been purſuing; and he ſup— 
poſed the Gardener to be the man, becauſe 
he had received ſome particular marks of her 
ſavour ſince the departure of the Count Alan- 
fon. Being thus perſuaded, he was reſolved 
il it were poſlible, to make a plain diſcovery : 
and to this end, he planted himſelf privately 
one evening.near the back ſtairs, that led out 
ot the Garden into Deidamia's apartment (for 
that way he thought this ſuppoſed rival muſt 
come) and indeed he had not waited long be- 
tore a perſen came by, and went up row 
; - ſtairs; 
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ſtairs, whom he ſoftly followed to the ſtairs- 
foot; the darkneſs of the night hindered him 
from diſcerning who the perſon was that went 
by him, but he doubted not but that it was 
the Gardener, and having liſtened at the bot- 
tom of the ſtairs, hearing no door open, nor 
ny key to turn, he 1magined the door was 
left open on purpoſe, and therefore reſolved 
to go up himſelf, and ſurprize them in the 


very act of their unlawful love : he had no 
a ſooner reſolved thus, but he heard ſomebody 


come ſoftly down ſtairs; as ſoon as the per- 
ſon came to the bottom of the ſtairs, Frono- 


vius boldly ſeizes on him, and demanded I 


what buſineſs he had there at that late time 


of night? but was extremely ſurprized to 


meet with, inſtead of Bernard the Gardener, 


Antonio the prieſt; who then Fronovius 

thought had been with Deidamia. On ſpeaxk - 

ing big words to Antonio, and threatening | 
to kill him for the diſhonour he had done his 


lord in violating his bed, the poor prieſt, (who 
was almoſt dead with fear, and extremely 
confounded at this accident) trembling, told 
Fronovius, that if he would ſave his lite, he 
would ingenuoully tell him all he knew : which 
Fronovius promiting, Antonio told him the 
4tory of his 3 violent paſſion, and 


tze repulſes he met with. That however, 


being jealous of the Gardener, and not find- 


ing him in his lodgings, for it ſeems Deidamia 
had newly appointed him another unknown 
to Antonio) he ſuſpected he might be with 
his lady; where, deſiring to detect him and 
bring him to puniſhment, he had undertaken 

TRY OPT Rr IT WY! = 
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to come at this unſeaſonable time; but the 
doors being faſt locked, and after a long liſten- 
ing, hearing no ſtir nor whiſpering, was return- 
ing back again, to watch a more favourable 
opportunity, that he might not on flight 


their charge. : 


PFronovius, finding the prieſt had been re- 


pulſed, and reproved as well as he, and that 

his thoughts were the ſame with his, as to the 
ſuſpected rival, having huſhed his preſent 
fears, and declared to him, though ſomewhat 


darkly, his own affections, &c. they went to 


mand u 


Antonio's chamber, where they entered into 
a combination ſo helliſh and malicious, that 
it brought many woes and miſeries both to 
the virtuous Deidamia, and the Gardener; till 
by the mercy of God, to the ſhame and con- 


fuſion of the contri vers, they w e eee 
bleſſings, to rejoice the injured, and clear their 


innocence, after many inexpreſſible ſufferings. 
Whilſt theſe wicked men were thus plotting 
to revenge their repulſes, Deidamia was 
thoughtful of her ſafety. Sometimes ſhe de- 

_ termined to write to Alanſon, to remember 
his promiſe, and haſte his return; but then 
ſhe concluded, that though his preſence might 

reform theſe diſorders, yet ta deſert his com- 
upon any private occaſion would de- 
rogate from his honour; and then ſhe con- 


ſidered that ſhe could not hide from him the i} 


religion ſhe had embraced ſince his departure, 
for ſhe could not diſſemble, if ſne was taxed 

with it; and though his company was dear ta 
her, yet the enjoyment of che other was far 
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more precious and preferable: and that in 
compariſon of the love of Chriſt, all the love 
in the world was but of little value. At ano- 
ther time, ſhe thought of retiring to her 
5 e but this ſhe fancied would be diſplea- 
ling to her lord, that, in his abſence, ſhe ſhould 
leave the government of his family, which he 
had truſted to her care at his departure; theſe 

things ſeriouſly weighed, ſhe reſolved to re- 
main at home, thinking time would cure the 
wild diſorders that were in the minds of thoſe 

/ 


After this laſt reſolve, ſhe retired to her 
_ cloſet, where ſhe had not been long before 
the Gardener came to preſent her with a 


- paper he had drawn up, by her order, of the 


fundamental points of the Proteſtant Religion, 


nin oppoſition to Popery, one being compared 


with the other, and tried by ſcripture and the 
fathers of the primitive times : ſhe accepted 
this paper very kindly, promiſing to look it 
over at leaſure, as a matter ſhe had much 
deſired to be informed in. Whereupons he 
retired to his labour in the Garden, whillt a 
bribed ſpy, their enemies, had ſet on the 
watch, was running to give information of the 


Gardener's being with the lady. Fronoviues | 
was out of the way; Antonio haſted as faſt as 


he could, and ſoftly opening the ſpring lock, 
impudently entering the chamber, drawing 
the curtains of her bed, in hopes of finding 
what he looked for there; but miſſing his 
purpoſe, he ſtole to the ſide of her cloſet, 
directed thither by her voice; for the 
pious lady was fallen on her knees, and 
Sd nr Se 
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fervently pouring out her ſoul to God, in 
theſe wor 8 HEE | | 30 | 


O moſll bleed God who art the Father of mer- 
eres, and God of all confolations, I bleſs and 
hraiſe thy holy name, that thou hast enlightened 
the eyes of my underſtanding with the knowledge 
of thy bleſſed Truth, and that thou haft delivered 
me from the aurtneſs and 1gnorance, and thoje 
 Anti-Chnijtan errors, verein I have lived fince 
my childhood, and haſt revealed the ſaving know-. 
ledge of thy will unto me, as it is contained in 
thy blefſed word, the holy Scriptures : O jirenghen 
my heart in the profeſſion of thy Truth, and 
grant that I may never return back again lo _ 
ue popiſh iolatry and ſuperſtition, nor be under 
the conduct of thoſe blind guides any more, what- 
ever ſufferings and trials I may be liable lo, or 
may undergo on that account. „„ 


Theſe pious breathings of her ſoul, Antonio 
to his great amazement heard, and knew not 
what to think, whether he ſhould diſcover 
himſelf, or retire; but at laſt, wickedly ſup- 
_ poling the fear ſhe ſhould conceive, left he 
_ thould diſcover what ſhe had uttered againſt 
the Romiſh religion, or that, as he concluded, 
_ the was a Hugonot, as they called Proteſtants, _ 
might induce her to comply with his luſt, he 
preſented himſelf before her, rudely opening 
her cloſet door, ere ſhe had time to rife from 
her knees. This continued impudence of his 
much troubled her ſpirits; whereupon, riſing 
haſtily, ſhe forcibly pulled the door, after ſh 
had given him a thruſt back, and locked her- 


5 
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elf in. However it unhappily fell out, that in 
this diſorder, not taking that care as at another 
time ſhe would have done, that paper which 
the Gardener had newly brought her, with 
her haſty ſhutting the door, dropped out of 
her coat, and unperceived by her, was ſhut 
out of the cloſet; which Antonio took care- 
fully up, and put in his pocket, telling her 
though the door was ſhut againſt him, he had 
heard how ſhe had apoſtatized from her reli- 
gion, and how wickedly the had ſpoken of 
the Holy Roman Catholic Church, and what 
miſchiefs he could do her if he ſhould diſ- 
cover it; yet, for the love he bore her, if ſne 
would yeild to cafe his paſſion, it ſhould be 
buried in eternal oblivion : but if ſhe refuſed 
he had now got an opportunity to ruin her. 
Ihe pious lady (whoſe fervent devotions 
this wretch had interrupted) bridled her 
paſſion, as much as human frailty could do, 
commanding him in mild terms to be gone, 
and not wound her chaſte ears with his hated - 
diſcourſe. Againſt the injury he threatened 
Her, ſhe truſted in God for protection, who is 
a ſtrong tower for the ſafety of all thoſe that 
fly to him; and ſhe donbted not, when the 
had an opportunity to make her lord fenfible 
pf it, he would, through the favour of Almigh- 
ty God, concur with her, in her apinion. 
Antonio, finding himſelf diſappointed in his 
main expectation, and thoroughly nettled with 
this anſwer, particularly the concluſion of it, 
went away, Kreatin and muttering to him- 
felf; and in the anti-chamber met Fronovius, 
who upon later notice was haſtening ta him, 


t 
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it to be the Gardiner's hand, an 
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to whom he told all that he had ſeen and 
heard. This made them to conſult to take 


new meaſures; and in concluſion, reſolved 
her chaſtity or life ſhould be ſacrificed to their 


revenge. This was no ſooner concluded on, 


but Antonio remembered that paper he had 


taken up, and taking it out of his pocket, knew 
at firſt ſup- 

poling it might be a love-letter, that might | 
: | 


daiſcover the intrigue between him and 


lady, was highly pleaſed ; but he had ſcarcely 


read it half over, ere he found ſuch weighty 


arguments againſt the church of Rome, level- 
led ſo directly againſt her tottering founda- 
tion, as not only puzzled his underſtanding, 


but made him ſtorm at a ſtrange rate: Where- 
upon Fronovius took it out of his hand, and 

read the reſt, and in the cloſe theſe words, 
_ viz. Virtuous lady, theſe arguments, Pro & Contra, 


1 ſubmit to your great wiſdom, being very joyful _ 


in having, under God, been a poor inſtrument in 


- 


_ enlrghtening your underjlanding, to diſcern truth 
___- fromJulfelbedio to =: i ho ar 3 


This left them no longer in doubt who the 


| pour was that (as they termed it) had induced 
ber to apoſtatize, and become an heretic, and 
for this, conſequently, to enjoy favours ſhe 


denied to them; whereupon they vowed a 


bloody revenge. But fearing the love Alanſon 
bore her, would not be effaced by the change 


of her religion, eſpecially when he ſhould 


come to underſtand their criminal paſſion ſor 


her, and practices againſt her, they reſolved 


— - 


to make her parents bear the blame of that 
ſtupendous wickedneſs, which they them- 
ſelves deſigned to be the actors of; for they 


knew 
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knew that her parents were extraordinarily 
biggoted to the Romiſh church, and ſo were 


the likelieſt to deal with in this matter: 


 Whereupon Antonio immediately poſted to 
them, and deſiring a private conference with 


the father and mother, after many hypocriti- 
Cal ſhewsof ſorrow for the diſgrace that would 


befal the family, he declared how his lady 
(lince his lord had been abſent) had been. 
perverted from the Catholic religion, by a 
 Hugonot, a heritic Gardener, a fugitive wretch 
that had been taken in ſome years ago upon 
charity. He urged what diſhonour it would 
be to their family; the danger incurred by 
the king's edicts; and laſtly the loſs of her foul, 
if ſhe was not timely recovered and brought 


tothe right fold, from whence ſhe had per- 


verſely ſtrayed. Then he began to 77 5 
the pious care and pains he had taken to 
her in the right way, and to prevent her fall- 
ing into ſuch an unpardonable a fin ; but that 


- 


the devil had been too hard for his induſtry || 


and labours, through God's high ſufferance, to 
bring ſome great judgment on her, for her 
haughtineſs and contempted, &c. 3 

This being delivered in a tone very moving 
and paſſionate, ſeeming altogether in pity to 
Deidamia made her father ſich, and the old 
lady burſt out in tears, wringing their hands, 
and bewailing the miſeries of their aged years, 
in this (as they then termed it) worſt of miſ- 
fortunes that could befal them; that the only 
branch of thicir family, that ſhould convey it 


- to poſterity, had made herſelf a caſt-away ; 


for ſo in their paſſionate mood they expreſleg 
))) 
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her to be. Antonio was glad to ſee them thus 
 wronght upon; and the ſtorm of their firſt 
grief ſpending itſelf, and being allayed by 

talling tears, they began to conſult more ma- 
turely how this misfortune might be reverſed; 
and after many things were debated, Anto- 
nio's advice of lodging her in a nunnery 
(here ſhe might be reſtrained from heretic 
books as he ſaid, and the company of any 
leducers, and alſo be inſtructed by virtuous 
nuns, till her lord came home, and determined 
What might farther be done in it) was ap- 
What was to be done with the Gardener 
vas the thing to be conſulted, whether to take 


him away ſecretly or deliver him up to juſtice; _ 


the prieſt was for the former, but the parents 


conſciences were tender in that, and could 


not conſent to ſuch wickedneſs; but Antonio 
alledged, that the whole buſineſs would be 
made public if he was delivered up to juſtice, 
and their, daughter would be brought in as 
criminal, and perhaps for her obſtinacy, her 
lord might loſe his 3 and preferments 
at court. This made them conſider farther, 
and at laſt leave it to the wicked prieſt, or 


|  thole he ſhould appoint, to do as he or they 


pleaſed. They would have born him com- 


pan to Alanſon's houſe, to ſee what their 


perſuaſions might do, but he urged, it would 
only be a means to diſcover the matter; and 
that it would be the beſt for them to come 
and moderate things when the count came 
home ; of which he would give them the firſt 
notice, ſince at preſent what was to be done 
= G required 
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required ſecrecy, that in the mean time ſhe 
mould be provi ided tor, as became her quality ; 
and that ſuch a place as he mentioned, with 
time and company, were the beſt cure to joſtle 
theſe wild notions out of her head : Upon 
which they only ſent her a letter, and reſolved 
not to go themſelves. So Antonio returned 
well ſatisfied to his wicked companion. 
Deidamia (who was ignorant of this) miſſing 
her paper, and not doubting which way it 
went, taking. more care {or Bernard the Gar- 
dener than herſelf, thought by it he would 
be diſcovered; wherefore ſhe ſent for him, 


gave him a Fandful of Gold, and commanded = 


Fim to {hift for himſelf; telling him what had 
2 and the danger he was in. This com- 
mand he ſeemed exceeding loth to obey, and 
with tears in his eyes, proteſted, that for the 
| fake of his religion, a; 


in her defence againſt 


any injury or violence, he was- Willing to en | 


ole his life; but ſhe urged o manyithing 8 to 
aſten his departure, that he promiſed to do 


it; and fo they (with ſhedding many tears, 1 


took a long farewel of each other. 
Bernard was preparing to depart, as Anto- 


nio returned with his orders; whereupon _ 


Fronovius clapped him up in a dungeon, 
and that night hired too ruffians to carry him 
to the ſea-clifts, and throw him thence head - 


bons; ; and thither they carried him in a ſack, 


on a horſe, gagged and bound; but finding a 
veſſel thruſt into a creek very near the clifts, 
one of them enquired, and found it belonged 
to a French plantation in the Weſt-Indies; 
* they took the method of Joſeph's 

brethren 
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brethern with' the Iſhmachtes, to make the beſt 
purchaſe of him, rather than deſtroy him and 
loſe it; fo he that came to enquire demanded 
of the maſter, If he wanted a luity ſervant ?* 
He told him © Yes;” then he returned and 
took the Gardener out of the ſack, ungagged 
and unbound him, and told him that though 
ne deſerved to die lor perverting his lady to 

hereſy, yet they had compaſſion upon him, 
and would only ſend him to do pennance for 

a ſlave in the Weſt-Indies, and bid him accept 
of it thankfully, without muttering; and there- 
upon delivered him to the maſter of the veſſel, 
olf whom they received twelve crowns. After 
which they returned, and gave an account 
how they had thrown him, with a great ſtone 
about his neck, from a fifty foot clit into the 
ſea, and for it received the reward promiſed 
them. Nor was Bernard unwilling to go with 
his new maſter, finding Providence changed 
the death that was deſigned him, only into 
llavery, from whence he might hope in time 


do he releaſed. But his care was greater for 


Deidamia than himſelf, for he had been uſed 


to misfortunes, and inured to ſeveral hard- 


ſhips. And her grief was no leſs, that ſhe 

found herſelf conſtrained (as ſhe ſuppoſed for 
his ſafety) fo abruptly to part with the man 
that had been an inſtrument in the filling her 


heart fo full of heavenly conſolations; and 


had not laid her commands on him to write 
to her, or otherwiſe to give her ſecret notice 
of his abiding place (that ſhe might have had 
farther converle with him, and been more 
mtrengthened by him in the proſeſſion of that 
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truth he had inſtructed her in, and which {he 
was reſolved to abide by) till ſhe found means 
to reſtore him to his place again. 
Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe thoughts, 
Antonio having (as I before told you) gotten 
a letter from her parents to her, wherein they 
laid their commands on her till her lord's re- 
turn, as ſhe tendered the favour of Almighty God, 
their bleſſing, and her own honour and fafety, to 
be ruled 1 guided in all things by her Sprritual 
Paſtor (ſo being ignorant of his villainy, they 
termed this wicked prieſt,) and whatever he 
perſuaded her to for the good of her foul, and 
bodily preſervation, readily to comply with ; to 
whoſe care and integrity, next to the heavenly 
_ protethon, they heartily recommended till her lord 
and huſband came home: This was ſigned by 
both of them. And Antonio having conſulted 


Fronovius about it, they both came bol diy to 


Her apartment, when they knew ſhe was 1n 


private, and preſented it to her, charging her to * 
obey it as ſhe tendered her Jajely : ſhe no fooner 


looked on it, but ſhe aſke 


| he aſked them ſo many 
_ queſtions, that by Antonio's replies, ſhe was 


bot inſenſible they had traduced her to her . 


parents; and after ſome juſt reproaches told 
them, it ſhould not be long before ſhe would 


go and plead her own caule, and doubted 


not fo to juſtify her proceedings to hey 


parents, that the black villainy of her baſe and 


proceed in their wicked 


- treacherous accuſers ſhould be unable to fully 
the brightneſs of her innocence.” This at firtt 
ſtartled them; but being fully reſolved to 
Fein they plainly 


told her, ſhe was at their diſpoſal, and wk 
nt Fe : e ngy 
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they had orders to carry her to a nunnery, 
where ſhe ſhould be honourably uſed, but 
debarred from the deſtructive principles ſhe 


had imbibed, till her and their lord re— 


turned to take che matter into his own hands, 


and determine how he pleated to di pole of 


her. 


This Ae impudence of theſe luſtful 


_ wretches, ſtirred up her zeal to ſo much holy 
anger and deteſtation of what they propoſed, 


that ſhe in a great pallion proteſted Io dic 
a thouſand duaths, if it were poſſible, and by 


the moſt exquiſite torments their helliſh malic 


could invent, rather than to be incloſed within 
the walls of a nunnery, which ſhe was ſatisfied 
was no other than a fink of fin, and plaultblc 
colour for lewdneſs and debauchery.” But 


they without replying, offering to force her 


from the cloſet, ſhe oppoſed her ſtrength 


againſt their rudeneſs, crying out for help to 
the reſt of her ſervants; but Fronovius, ſtew- 


ard of the family, fo ordered tlie matter, that 


thoſe who immediately waited upon her, were 
then Gut of hearing: ſo that without any 


other interruption than what her contendins 
gave them, they hurried her into a cloſe cham- 


ber in the remoteſt part of the houſe, where 
they locked her in and went to conf! ult far- 
ther, how they ſhould ſecretly convey her 
from thence, whilit the (who expected, after 
ſuch treatment, nothing but a v iolation of her 


chaſtity, would much rather have embraced. 


death, and counted it a favour) was pouring 
out her ſoul to 200, and imploring his help in 


this her needful time of trouble, and begging 


of 


0 
? 


—_— ” wa 44 os 0t EB-4- 4. 


= 


8 


— > — aey_,- 


1828 — — 4 


—. - is —— 
— * 
K s — A 


„„ „ At ren oe Go ar th vw. » -— - 2 


34 The French Convert. 


ol him to ſtrengthen her faith, till on a ſudden, 

to allay the trouble and afflictions of her mind, 
ſuch beams of joy and comfort darted into 
her ſoul, that ſhe aſſured herſelf, That that 
_ merciful God, whole gracious protection {he 
nad been ſeeking, would work out deliverance 
/ ũ—» ˙²•»ům m. 8 
| Theſe conſpirators by this time had come 
to a reſult to rid themſelves, as they thought, 
for ever from the fears they were in of their 


villainous practices being diſcovered; which 


was this — a 


Fronovius counterfeiting a letter in Alan- 
ſon's hand fo very exactly, that if himfelt had 
Teen it, he might have been puzzled to diſtin- 
guiſh it from his own ; and having gotten two 
ruffians ready, one dreſſed in the habit of an 


officer, and the other like a ſervant attending 


him, Antonio and his companion in wicked- 
neſs, went to her with it; and falling on their 
knees, with ſame forced tears, humbly im- 
plored her pardon for the indignities they had 
offered to her, beſeeching her to be their good 
lady notwithſtanding their follies, and they 
would never in the like nature offend, nor do 
any thing to diſoblige her; with many other 
proteſtations, and much feigned ſorrow for 
their rudeneſs and deſigns upon her chaſtity, 
intreating her not to diſcover it to her lord. 
Whilſt Deidamia was wondering what that 
ſudden alteration, in thoſe who had lately ſo 
rudely treated her, might mean, Fronovius 
delivered her the letter, in which ſhe read 
gthefe words obs 
n My 


* 


/ 


Aeatn, 
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wr 


My geatelt Deida mia, 
THO' I know, that the news which theſe lines 


will acquaint you with, cannot be acceptable to 


you, yet conjure you by our mutual affections, 
that you ſuffer not yourſelf to be d Nur bed, but 
hear what T a tell you with that palience and 
ſerenity of "mand which becomes you, as knowing. 


it our duty in all things that happen to us, to ſub- 
mit to the divine will, Know then, my lovely 
Deidamia, that in a late encounter with a barty 
of the enemies, I happened to be wounded by a 
chance ſhot, which my ſurgeon tells me is mortal: 
and fearing that it may be fo, and defiring above 
all things here below, to have a fight of your dear 


elf before I depart out of the world, I have ſent 
ne bearer Mov Durell, one of my captains, to 
conduct you to me forthwith ; who 2s a perſon of 


that worth and honour, that you may truſt yours 
elf with ham, without. the trouble of any atten- 


dants but what he brings with him, becauſe Iwould 


have you come as ſp: edily as may be ; which ts 
at preſent all 422 ham, who is both an | fo and 


Charieroy, | Your ever faith if ul huſband, 1 
: July 12, 1639. De ALANSON.,,. 


At the reading of this ſhe trembled, looked 3 


pale, and ſhed abundance of tears, being! in 
the greateſt diſorder and confuſion imagina- 
ble: intreating inſtantly to ſee the party that 


brought it; promiſing (on their renewing 


their intrenties not to diſcover their wicked- 


neſs, if by their future demeanor they made 


an. amendment for what had paſled; __ 
they 
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they thercupon folemnly promiſed it, led her 
down into the halt, where the pretended 
captain and his ſervant bowed very low to 
her; and being betore-hand inſtructed, an- 

 twered all her queſtions ſo cunningly, that 

he verily believed the letter to come from 
* jor# and that all he ſaid was true, de- 
firing them to retreſh themſelves, whillt ne 
fitted herſelf with other apparcl, and took 


ſome Jewels, Gold, &c. along with her. W hich. 


done, and being about four in the evening, 
the innocent dove committing herſelf into the 


ialons of theſe bloody vultures, mounted be- 


hind the ſuppoſed captain, who had his in- 
ſtructions not to let her ſee the next morning 
dawn. Antonio and Fronovrus pretended. 
much ſorrow at her departure, but inwardly 
Tejoiced, that by this ſtratagem they could 
get her eaſily into the trap, without noiſe and 
_ diſturbance ; which had they gone about to 
do by force, her cries might have brought rei- 
cue, and prevented their villainous puſpores : 
the curſed prieſt indeed, would have firſt 
raviſhed her by himſelf and his companion, 
and then murdered her at home; but the 
other, conſidering that it would be difficult to 

diſpoſe of the dead body, contrived this way. 


But I muſt leave them for fome time hugging 


__ themſelves in their ſecurity, and follow the 
. ĩ¾· . m go dh, 
Ihe bloody cut-throats having got the prize 


by her too much credulity, into their polleſ- 1 


ſion, took all the by-ways they could, croſ- 
ling the country, and holding her in diſ- 
courſe with many things relating to the var, 
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and ſo ſpun out the time till the ſun was near 
ſetting, when coming into a valley between 
two vaſt woods, in a place much unfrequent- 
| ef, they rode into one of them, at a turning 
olf a narrow way, where the ſuppofed captain 
ſtopped, and the ruffian that rode Angi 
alighted, and moſt ſurprizingly pulled Dei- 
damia from behind him, who at ſo unſuſpect- 
ed a rudeneſs trembled, and began to ſuſ- 
pect the treachery ; nor was the other flow in 


adiſmounting, when both together carried her 


farther into the wood ; upon this, with piteous 
ſhrieks and cries, ſhe demanded the caule of 
luch violence; but without replying, the vil 
lain whohad carried her, drawing his ſword, 
directed it for the fatal thruſt, deſigning in- 
Hantly to pierce her heart; whilſt on her 
knees ſhe was 1mploring their pity and com- 
paſſion, and intreating to know in what ſhe 
— offended, to make them ſo void of huma- 
nity towards a diſtreſſed lady, whom they 
had betrayed into that ſolitary place, being 
convinced that her lord had given no ſuch 
commands: No, replied they, that's true, nor 


do we know him, but Antonio and Fronovius 


have, and we mult obey them; beſides, you 

are an Heretick, and ought not to live. 
Deidamia now finding ſhe was betrayed by 
her wicked ſervants, into the hands of theſe 

_ mercileſs villains; and ſeeing nothing but 

preſent death before her eyes, ſhe poured out 
: Ls foul to God in vehement petitions for fa- 
vour from his hands, and that if he ſaw fit 
ſhe ſhould live no longer here, that he would 
receive her into life — and that . : 

_ : 
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if it were required, ſhe might ſeal her profe - 
hon of the reformed religion, in which the 
| had found ſo much heavenly conſolation, 
with her deareſt blood, than be prevailcd 
with to recant it. But thou, O Lord, faid ſhe, 
who deliveredſt Daniel from the ſury of the 
Lions, and the three children from devouring 
flames, can'ſt, if thou wilt in this great extre- 
mity, deliver me from theſe blood-thirſty 
men, whom I have in no manner injured- 
But be it as thou pleaſeſt, ſo that my depart- 
ing foul, when it leaves this mortal body, 
may find ſhelter in the arms of thy mercy. 
The villains, who all this while had eyed her, 
and ſaw her lovely in her tears, troubled not 
themſelves about her religion, for their buſi- 
neſs was to murder her; and therefore the 
pretended captain ſaid, Lady, our time is ſhort, 
tes inſtant you muſt die; therefore ſeitle your 


mind for the fatal ſtroke. To this he made no 


reply, but continuing on her knees, with eyes 
up lifted to heaven, ſighs and tears being the 
language of her foul, his impious hand was 
about to give the fatal thruſt, but the other 
catched hold of his arm, and ſtopt his {word ; 


and after that they whiſpered; but ſhe knew 


not what they ſaid, till their farther attempt 
„ %%% c 
They had no ſooner done conferring notes, 
but they violently forced her on hie back, and 
prepared to raviſh her firlt, and then put her 
to death: her cries were upon this redoubled, 
and ſhe begged death rather than the loſs of 
her chaſtity, opening her boſom, and tempting 
their ſwords to pierce it. But en 
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this ſorrowful condition, was ſo charming in 
their luſtful eyes, that they were inexorable 
to her cries and prayers. O had Alanſon been 
put there, with what vengeance, at this pitcous 
ſight, would his ſword have been drawn to 


their deſtruction, and her reſcue! But he 


being ignorant of the wounds his dear lady 
was about to receive, Heaven interpoſed for 


her reſcue; For the villains fell at diſcord, 
who ſhould ſirſt enjoy her; and the conteſt 


_ grew fo hot, that they diſputed it with their 
{words; and in the duel, the pretended cap- 
tain (moſt forward in the miſchief) was run 


through the body, and with a ghaſtly groan 


— yielded up his wicked ſoul into the hands of 
death. The other being ſorely wounded, and 


fainting through loſs of blood, gave Deidamia 
time to fly farther into the woods, wandering 
ſo far, that might covering every thing with _ 
_ darkneſs, ſhe thought ſhe might now reſt a 
tte to recover breath; and ſo fat down upon 
the Ground: Though the dangers ſhe had ſo 
lately eſcaped from wicked men, and thoſe 
that ſhe now feared from wild beaſts, would 
not a long time ſuffered her to cloſe her eyes; 
| however, ſhe ceaſed not with earneſt prayers 
and ſupplications, to recommend herſelf to 
God, and implore his aid and protection; who 
by the late wonderful deliverance. he had 
given her, had ſufficiently ſhewn her how 
able he is ta ſave to the utmoſt, even in the 
midſt of the greateſt dangers. The conſidera- 
tion whereof was a mighty allay to her preſent 
ſorrows, in the midſt of that forlorn condition 
to which ſhe was reduced; ſo that a little ſup- 
: He ported, 
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ported thereby, ſhe at laſt fell into a ſound 

1 «Ponds. no other pillow than a turf of 
grals, nor covering than the canopyof Heaven 


The morning being come, Deidamia again re- 


; Oo 


turned thanks to God, both for her late deli. 
verance, and laſt night's preſervation; earneſt- 
Iy begging of him, That as he had graciouſly be- 


gun to deliver her, ſo he would in his own good 


time complete it, to his own Glory and her 


Good; and that, though at preſent her afflic- : 


tions are not Joyous but Grievous, yet through 
_ God's over-ruling Providence, they might 
afterwards bring forth for her the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs; humbly deſiring ſhe 
might be kept from harbouring hard thoughtsof 
S0 or of his truth and ways, which ſhe had ſo 


The had or might meet withal on that account. 
And having thus recommended herſelf to God, 
ſhe reſolved, if it were poſſible, to get out of 
that deſolate, pathleſs and ſolitary place: But 
the more ſhe thought to extricate herſelf, the 
more ſhe found herſelf entangled, and without 


lately embraced, notwithſtanding any ſufferings 1 


hopes of getting out. The fruits, that at that 


time of the year grew upon trees, ſupplied her 
with food: and the little purling ſtreams that 
iſſued from ſome ſprings in the wood, ſupplied 
her with drink; ſo that finding it impoſſible 


to get away, ſhe was content to tarry there, 


till the providence of God ſhould find out 
ſome way of deliverance for her; being ſati{- 


fied in this, that the comforts of converſation, 


and other conveniences that ſhe uſed to have, 
were abundantly made up in the commumon 
ſhe enjoyed with God, whoſe bleſſed preſence 


I (as 
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1 . 


(a8 he Ko ſince confeſſed) did more than re- 
compenſe ſor all her outward wants. In the 
poſſeſſion oft which happineſs we will leave 
— Yer for a time, and look back to ſee what be- 

came ol the ſurviving ruſhan, 


His compamon (as we have already heard) 


was. killed in their conteſt, about which 

Thould enjoy, or rather raviſh Deidamia firſt, 
and he that ſurvived fainted away through ; 
loſs of blood, which" (aghFe have already re- 
lated) made way for Deidamia's eſcape: but 
he recovering in ſome little time, found means 

_ to ſtop its effuſion; and then milling of Deida- 


mia, he made what ſearch he could for her, 


not fo much to ſatisfy his luſt, (which his loſs 


ol blood had pretty much allayed) as to take 


away her life, that in time to come ſhe might 2 
not be an evidence of his wickedaeſs; but 


not finding her after all his ſearch, he buried 


his companion, and returned to thoſe that had 


ſet them to work, telling them, That Deidamia, 
ben ſhe found that ee muſt die, by a ſurprixe, 


had ſnatched away his companion ſword, and 


lain ham with it by an unlook'd-for Uirufl; but 


hat hampelf had quickly revenged it by her 0wn 
death, and had buried them both in a deep pit to 
avoid diſcovery. This they believed, and gave 


him what they had promiſed, being mightily 


pleaſed that now they were, as they thought 5 


at leaſt, out of danger. 

W hilſt theſe things were thus acted, Deida- 
| mia's parents were exceedingly troubled, even 

to that degree, that their flecp departed from 


them; and thoſe little ſlumbers that they ſome- 
times got, were interrupted with-{lrange and 
unaccountable | 
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unaccountable dreams, which were alſo at- 
tended with an unuſual melancholy, of which 
they could give no account. This made them 
reſolve to enquire after Deidamia, of whom 
they had heard nothing ſince the permiſſion 


they gave to Antonio, to carry her to a nun- 


But Fronovius and Antonio had beert fo 
cunning to prevent their diſcovery of the vi 


lainy, that for a ſum of money they engaged HY 


a certain Abbeſs of Antonio's acquaintance, to 


acknowledge when there ſhould be occalion, 


that Deidamia had been brought thither, but 
that ſhe had made her eſcape from thence, ſo 
that ſhe knew not what was become of her, 


vor could give any account of the reaſon of it, 
but only by a note that ſhe had left behind in 
her chamber; which note Fronovius, who, as 


wee have already ſaid, had a notable faculty 
at counterfeiting of hands, had writ in a hand 
ſo like Deidamia's, that it could not be di- 


ſtinguiſhed. They had alfo given the Abbeſs 


a ladder of ropes, by which it was pretended, 


ſhe made her eſcape. Fronovius and Anto- 


mo having ſo well laid their deſign with the 


Abbeſs, kept poſſeſſion of Alanſon's houſe 


without fear or controul. And therefore 
when Deidamia's parents came thither to en- 
ꝗuire after their daughter, they received them 


with much ſeeming courteſy and kindneſs; 


and Fronovius told them, © that though it had. 
unhappily fallen out, that their lady had been 
perverted to hereſy ſince the departure of the 
Count her huſband, yet he had taken that 
care of the family in his Lord's abſence, which 
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was conſiſtent with duty; and that, as to his 
lady, the orders they had been pleaſed to 
give to Antonio, to ſend her to a nunnery, 
had been punctually obſerved, and he hoped | 
by that means, againſt the coming home of 
their lord, the might again be reconciled unto 
her mother church, out of which there is no- 
falvation.” 1 hough this diſcourle of Frono- 
vius was very plauſible, yet the parents of 
Deidamia were not at all ſatisfied with it, but 
defired to fee and diſcourſe with her in the 
nunnery where ſhe was; which Fronovius 
ſeemed ready to aflent to, and with Antonio 
oftered their ſervice to accompany. them thi- 
ther, telling them they had given {tri charge 
to the Abbes, to prevent any hereticks from 
coming to her, that none might be permitted 
to ſpeak with her but themſclves, or by their 
immediate order. = 
The parents, being for the preſent ſatisfied 
with this anſwer, lay there that mght, big 
with hopes they had of ſecing their daughter 
the next day: which being come, they went 
with Fronovius and Antonio to the nunnery, 
but were extremely ſurprized, when they 
came thither, to hear the Abbeſs ſay, that 
the young lady had been too hard for her, 
and notwithilanding all her care and diligence, - 
nad found a way to make her eſcape but the 


day before; and then led them into the Gar- 


den, ſhewing them the ladder of ropes by 
which ſhe got over the wall; and then taking 
them into a room that ſhe called her chamber. 
gave them the note which Fronovius left with 
her, aſking her parents if they knew that hang 1. 
p 1 
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they haſtily opened it, and thought verily it 
had been of Deidamia's writing : and then 
reading it, found it to contain theſe words: 


HAVING been forced to this place againſt my 
mind and conſcience, let none be troudled, 
that I have found a means to ſet myſelf at liberty, 
and am gone to him, who, no doubt, will T1ght me 
ble injury done me by my treacherous ſervants. 
"IN" ky. LO _ DEiDAMIA. 


Her parents, upon reading this letter, be- 
lieving it to be true, burſt forth into tears ſor 
the loſs of their daughter, not knowing now 
in what part of the country to ſeek for her; 
the only hope they had was that ſhe was gone 
into Flanders to her huſband, to which opinion 


Fronovius and Antonio both perſuaded them, 


from that expreſſion in the note, I am gone do 
im who will T1ght my injuries. Upon which, 
giving Fronovius a charge to be a faithful ſer- 
vant in his lord's abſence, they returned to 
their own houſe, where they writ the follow- 

ing letter to the Count, . ſent it by an ex- 
ei to Flanders: IT 
To the Count De ALANSON, Colonel of the 
Regiment of PICARDY. 8 5 


F) ͤ ͤ cn TE 
II is not without inexpreſſible grief that ue 
_ wrete theſe lines, which bring you the jad tidings 
/ the greateſt affliction that ever befell you ; and 
which, without the divine aid, you will find it 
ery hard to bear; but I hope heaven will ſupport 


you 
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you under it, it is in brief, the loſs of Deida- 


nia, — I do not mean by death, for if heaven had 


ordained it jo, that would have been far more 


eligible: but alas ! ſhe is loft both to herſelf and 


all of us ; and fhe is, ſince your departure, her- 
verted to Hereſy, and turned an obſbinate Hu- 
gonot ; whach whilſt we endeavoured to reclaim 
her from, by conjenling. upon the advice of your 


Chaplain, Father Antonio, that ſhe ſhould be put 


into a nunnery, ſſie efcaped from thence no one 
knows whither ; the thought thereof has filled the 
hearts of myſelf and wife with ſuch mexpreſſible 


grief and ſorrow, as hath rendered us altogether 


mnconjolable; our only remaining hope is, that 


ſhe may be gone to you ; and that, if you have 


not already, you may yt hear of her in a few 


days, for ſhe left behind her in her chamber, at 


the nunnery of St. Bridget's, whither Fronius 


and Antonio conducted her, the following note: 


| HAVING been forced to this place againſt 
my mind and conlcience, let none be troubled, 
that I have found a means to ſet myſelf at li- 


berty, and am gone to him, who, no doubt, 
will right me of the injury done me by my 


treacherous ſervants. 5 
e = - DEIDAMIA. 


It is this note alone that gives us ground to 


hope that you may jee her again; and I pray God 


it may full out accordingly. And whenever this 


loft ſheep fall be found again, I doubt not but yvu 
will lay her in your boſom, according to the example _ 
of our Great Shepherd, and by your wonted love ard. 


tenderneſs towards her, endeavour to reftore her 
plas |; ES 885 Pi agatm 
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again to the true fold and church of Crit, to 
wee holy MY I commit you, and fo farewel. 
J- MoxrT TAIGN. 


The count Alanſon was ſo tranſ ported wit 
Grief at the reading of this letter, that for 
| ſometime he remained ſpeechleſs. His trouble 
was too great to vent itſelf in words, ſtill waters 
being always the deepeſt : But ſoon after, his 
ſorrow gave itſelf vent, in the moſt paſtionate 
and feeling complaints ; and then calling for 
pen and ink, he writ the following letter to 
to his father! 


 Alarfon to Seeur Montaign, 
8 I R, 


I received your letter, the contents wher col. 
| have brought that Grief and Sorrow to my 
Heart that will continue there for ever, unle.s 
the ſight of my deareſt Deidamia removes it: 
Her being turned Hugonot is not that which 
gives me much trouble, it rather makes me 
think there 1s ſomething of Good in thoſe OPI- 
nions, or elſe ſo much Goodneſs and Virtue 
as that of Deidamia's, could never embrace 
.them. Had you but let her alone in my 
| houſe, I med been happy ſtill; but your 
- endeavouring to reclaim her, has been the 
ruin of us both; I am fo tranſported with 
_ Grief and Ange r, that I know not what to 
write, nor would I write at all, but come away 
immediately ; were it not for the hopes you 
give me from the note found in the chamber 
of my deareſt Deidamia, that ſhe was ain to 
im 
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bim that would ſoon right her injuries, and 
that can be none but myſelf; might I but 
recover her again, ſhe ſhould not be miſtaken 
in her thoughts. Tis in hopes of her coming, 


that I am content to ſlay here a little longer: 


for it's Deidamia alone can make me happy. 
Farewel. „ po, 
ALANSON. 


The meſſenger being returned with Alan- 
ſon's letter, it adminiſtered freſh Grief to Dei- 
damia's parents, for they thereby found, that 
by their too eaſily yielding to Antomo's de- 
ligns, they had not only loſt their daughter, 
but the allections of their ſon-in-law. In this 
{tate we will now leave them, and make Deida- 
mia a viſit in her ſorrowful ſohtude. - 
Deidamia, being in that lonely er 
day removed her habitation, until at laſt ſhe 
found a cave to ſecure herſelf from the inju- 


ries of the weather; and it was a quiet reſting- 


place to her in the night- ſcaſon, for by ſhutting 
up the mouth of the cave, the covered herſell 
from all danger; which ſhe looked upon, and 
thanked God for, as a great mercy : and hv- 
ing upon the fruits that grew in the wood, (as 
I faid before) ſhe ſpent her time wholely in 
prayer and meditation; and thought her diet 
and lodging was extremely cnauged, yet her 
health was both continued and increaſed, and 
the found that promiſe made good unta her, 
As thy day ts, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be, 
She had now hved almoſt four months in 
this ſolitude, and winter approaching, began 
to make the woods uncomfortable, and the 
. x TT 5 cold 
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cold extremely nipping : So that Deidamia 
was forced often to walk apace to get her a 
heat. One day, as ſhe walked farther than 
ordinary, ſhe diſcovered ſome kind of an ob- . 
cure path ſhe had not ſcen before, and tho 
ſhe knew not whither it would lead her, ſhe 
was reſolved to follow the track: She travel- 
led fo far that day, that it was in vain ſor her 
to think of returning to her beloved cave, 
Where ſhe had lain ſo many nights; and 
therefore making the beſt ſhift that ſhe could, 
the fat down upon the Ground, and recom-_ 
mending herſelf to the Almighty's protection, 
compoſed herſelf to reſt : the next morning 
The aroſe before it was light, and travelling 
forward, perceived her path to be like that of 


the Juſt, which the wiſe man tells us, ſhines 


more and more unto the perfect day: And ſhe 
was Encouraged to go on, becauſe ſhe fancied 


ſhe heard the barking of dogs: and after tra- 


velling a little farther, the was well aſſured it 
was a real thing, and nota fancy only; and 
therefore ſhe purſued her journey the more 
_ eagerly: The ſun had not come to its meri- 
dian, when ſhe heard an unuſual ruſhing 
amongſt the buſhes, and ſtanding ſtill to 
know What it might mean, ſhe perceived a 
grave old man, with two dogs following him, 
come from among the trees, They were both 
_ alike ſurprized at the interview; for the old 
-man, Having never ſeen any human creaturc 
in that place before, could not but be amazed 
to Tee a woman coming from the midſt of the 
wood; and therefore addreſſing himfclt to her, 
he enquired by what misfortune ſhe came 
A Es 35 Woer ? 


__— 
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thither? Intreating her not to be afraid, for 
ſhe ſhould reccive no harm from him: Deida- 
mia, upon this, looking earneſtly upon him, 
and perceiving his carriage and demeanor to 

be what became the Gravity of his years, ſhe 
told him © ſhe was indeed in a wild place, and 
knew not” the way out again.” To this the 
old man replied, © If ſhe would go with him 
to his homely cottage, his wife would conduct 
her out of the wood.” Deidamia preſently 
accepted of his kindneſs, and went with him. 
And after they had gone about the ſpace of a 
mile, they came to his houſe, where the good 
old woman {who was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to 


fee her huſband bring a ſtranger along with 


him) roſe up and received her very courte- 
oully, defiring her to fit down, and refreſh 
herſelf with ſuch homely fare as their cottage 
aiforded : Which ſhe did, and then aſked her 


farther how ſhe came into that place. Deida- 


mia deſired they would aſk her no queſtions, 
for the repetition of her ſorrow would but re- 
new her Grief; only thus much ſhe would let 
them know, that her being there alive was 
the effect of God's providence, in delivering 
her from wicked and blood-thirity men, that 
ſought to take away her life. Upon which, 
perceiving her to be full of Grief, they aſked 


her no more queſtions, but finding her very 


weary, they led her into a homely but clean 
apartment, to repole herſelf upon the bed. 
Deidamia was mighty thoughtful what this 
aged couple might be ; and whether or no for 
her apparcl's fake, and that Gold, and thofe _ 
Jewels ſhe had about her, ſhe might not fall 
4s. Auto 
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into as great a danger as that ſhe had formerly 
eſcaped: and though ſhe was at firſt glad of 
their company, ſhe could have wiſhed herſelf 
in her beloved cave again. But her {cars were 
quickly over, when by a French Bible, and 
other good books ſhe found in her room, and 
by the hearty prayers of the good old man at 
night, ſhe perceived they were Hugonots, 
who had flown into that ſolitary retirement 
for the ſake of their religion: this made her 
be much more free with them, bleſſing God 
jor his providence in bringing her thither, and 
reſolving to continue there, till ſhe could meet 
with an opportunity to return home, into the 
arms of ber deareſt Alanſon; and the old 
couple having underſtood her hiltory more 
fully, by their pity and commiſeration, made 
her abode with them mare caſy, and the com- 
munian ſhe had with them in the things of 
another world, weaned her from this ina great 
meaſure. So that here ſhe took up her abode 
and continued with them, nat only that win- 
ter, but the year following, until ſhe was found 
put by her beloved Alanſon; to whom it is 
time that we now return. „ 
The Count Alanſon having tarried at the 


=o camp 2 Whole month, after the receiving of 


his father-in-law's letter, in expectation of ſee- 
ing his deareſt Deidamia, began now to be 
impatient of tarry ing any longer; and indeed, 
during all that time, he was ſo much changed 
in his carriage, humours, and converſation, 
that all thoſe with whom he uled to converſe 
ii the camp, took notice of it, he having aban- 
doned himſelf to an extreme melancholy ; _ 
Ts therefore 
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therefore defiring of the king to go home. both 
for the recovery of his health, and for the ſet- 
tling ſome affairs in his family, he ſoon ob- 
tained it, and ſoon after, though with a heavy 
hcart, arrived there; where his firſt buſinefs 
was to enquire after Deidamia, but none of the 
ſervants could give any account of her, but 
PFrohovius and Antonio, who gave him the 
ſame account that had been Tent him by his 
father-in-law: to which he ſternly aſked them, 
How they durſt diſpoſe of their lady and 


miſtreſs, contrary to her will, without his con- 


ſent or knowledge? Telling them, he ſeared, 


by the note ſhe had written, it was their. 


treachery that was the occaſion of her loſs; 
which if he could but be confirmed in, he 
would take care they ſhould receive a puniſh- 
ment ſuitable to the Greatneſs of their Crimes. 
At which Fronovius and Antonio began to 
tremble, and make the beſt excuſes for them- 
ſelves they could, alledging the conſent of 
her parents for what they did. But that did 
not at all ſatisfy Alanſon, who ſoon diſcharged 
them from his fervice, and reſolved to travel 
in ſearch of Deidamia, though he knew not 
which way to bend his courſe but after many 
a tedious journey, enquiring among thoſe Wo 
were favourers of the Hugonots, he could 
hear no tidings of her; ſo full of Grief and 
Sorrow, he moarned like a turtle that had loft. 
his mate, though his friends, by all means pol- 
fible, endeavoured to comfort him; periuading 
him to eaſe his Grief, for that it was probable. 
Deidamia, by ſome misfortune or other 
was dead; and therefore they adviſed him to 


Wm 
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think of a ſecond marriage, as that which 
would reſtore his former gaity, and make him 
forget Deidamia. But the more they endea- 
voured to perſuade him, the more he was 


reſolved to the contrary; and therefore, to 


avoid their continued importunities, he fixed 
his reſolution once more to travel in queſt of 
her; which accordingly he did, but without 
lucceſs; and therefore he reſolved to return 


again to his own houſe, and there ſpend the 


remainder of his days in ſolitude. But as he 
Was returning home, in his way, he met with 
a vaſt concourſe of people, and demanding. 
the occaſion of it, he was told a criminal was 
going to be broken on the wheel, for a murder 
be had committed; upon which, curioſity led 
him to ſee the execution: and getting pretty 
near, the maleſactor caſt his eyes upon him, 


and ſtraightway knew him to be Alanſon, the 
huſband of Deidamia; and being ſmitten with 
remorſe of conſcience, he beckoned to Alanfon 


to come near, and humbly begged his pardon 
for the wrong he had done him. On this, 

Alanſon both tared and fell a trembling, fear- 
ing it was for her murder the criminal was to 
die: but coming nearer, the malefactor aſked 
him if he had heard any news of his lady? 
and then in tears confeſſed, that himſelf and 

another had been hired to murder her, to 
which end they carried her into a wood, 


(which he named to him) but by a miraculous 


providence ſhe eſcaped out of their hands; 
that afterwards he had reported to thoſe that 
ſet him to work, that he had actually murdered 
her, for which he received the reward, but 
e which 
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which way ſhe eſcaped he knew not; and 
that this was about two years ſince. The 
Count urged him to tell the names of thoſe 
that had ſo hired him; but he ſaid, he had 
{worn upon the holy ſacrament of the altar 
never to diſcloſe them, and that he feared 
damnation if he ſhould : only, ſaid he, this 
I may ſay, without breaking my oath, they 
were two perſons in whom you have put a 
great deal of confidence. And then ſolemnly 
_ atteſted, that what he ſaid was the truth, and 
{oon after was executed. _ LE PEE Ret 
This dying criminal's confeſſion confirmed 
Alanſon, that Deidamia had been treacherouſly 
carried thither, either from his houſe or the 
nunnery ; and he no longer doubted that Frono- 
vius and Antonio were the perſons, that had 
hired the villains to murder her: and there- 
fore, though they had been removed from his 
ſervice {ome time, yet he was reſolved to pur- 
ſue them, in order to bring them to juſtice: 
but firſt he intended to make a freſh ſearch 
alter Deidamia, the criminal having given him 
an account where ſhe eſcaped from them; and 
therefore he thought (if ſhe was ſtill alive) ſne 
might be ſome where in the vicinity of that 
wood. Towards that, therefore, he bended 
his courſe; and being arrived in ſight thereof, 
and ſeeing how vaſt a place it was, he perceiv- 
ed it would be a difficult thing to find her, 
even though ſhe was there: yet, at his enter- 
ing in, he conceived ſome hopes in his mind, 
that he ſhould not loſe his labour. Where- 
npon, alighting and giving his horſe to his 
fervant, (who had attended him in all his 
melancholy travels) and charging him to at- 
tend there till he came back, he went into the 
K „ wee 
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wood alone, and found himſclf entangled 
amongſt thickets, briars, and buſhes; yet {till 
he went on, ſearching every cave and {olitaiy 
place, often calling out Deidamia, till darkness 
coming on, made him think of returning to lus 
man; but he found he was gone too far to 
retreat back in time, and therefore reſolved 
to go forward: and being, no doubt, guided 
by Providence, he happened upon that cave 
where Deidamia had ſo often bewailed his 
abſence, and mourned her own folitary ſtate ; 
and there he reſted his weary and tired body 


| for that mght, reſolving to purſue his ſearch _ 


the next morning; which being come, juſt as 
he was going out of the cave, he perceived 
ſomething ſparkle on the Ground, which he 
ſtooped and took up; and looking on it in the 


open light, he found it to be a locket of dia- 


monds, which he had formerly given Deida- 
mia, and ſhe unwittingly had dropt there. 
The finding of this filled him with tran!- 
Ports of joy, as looking upon it to be an earneſt. 
of his good ſucceſs in finding, the owner: 
; "ity Ba he often repeated her name very 
loud, but could receive no anſwer but by 
ſome broken echoes; and therefore, going on 
he knew not whither, but being directed by 
the ſameProvidence, that had before conduct- 


ed her to the cave, when he had wandered fo 


far that he wasalmoſt hopeleſs, he was ſudden- 


ly ſet upon by two wiffling curs, which, upon 


offering to draw his ſword, ran away barking 
from him; which he purſuing, came. in à little 


time to a path, where he might diſcern the 


ſoot-ſteps of human creatures, which very 
A 7 
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much revived his hopes, and encouraged him 


itil to goon. He had not gone far before he 


Adiſcerned {moke to iſſue from a ſmall cottage, 
to which as he approached pretty near; he was 


again ſaluted by the furious barking of thoſe 
dogs, whom he had before purſued, This was 


the cottage where Deidamia reſided, who upon 


the barking of the dogs, looking out to fee 
what was the matter, eſpied Alanſon coming 
towards her, and (the idea of his image being 
_ continually in her breaſt) ſhe no ſooner ſaw 
but knew him, and running into his arms in 
an exceſs of joy, was only able to cry out, 
A! my dear Lord Alanjon ; but excels of joy, 
proves ſometimes fatal, and it had like to have 
done ſo to Deidamia, ior ſhe immediately. 
ſwooned away in his arms: The dogs ſtill 


continued their barking, which alſo cauſed 


the good old woman of the cottage to ſee. 


what the cauſe was; She was extremely ſur- 


priſed to ice a genteel ſtranger there, and 


Deidamia fainting in his arms; however ſhe 
made what haſte the could to endeavour her 
recovery, deſiring Alanſon to bring her into 


the hovfe; which he accordingly did, telling 


the good old woman that he was Deidamia's 


huſband, which {ke (being very well 1 8 
ed with Deidamia's {tory} was very glad to 


hear. It was a conſiderable time before Dei- 


damia could be brought to herſelf. But, his 


lady being again recovered, Alanion, with a 


thouſand kiſſes and cndearing expreſſions, 


— 


aſſured her of the truth, reality, and conſtancy 


of his affections towards her, Whilſt ſhe on the 
other hand, ſcemed to be the moſt fatished 
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creature in the world, in that ſhe had once 


more ſeen her deareſt lord Alanſon; defiring 
him not to be troubled at her fainting away. 


ſince it was only occaſioned by the exceſs of 


Joy ſhe conceived in ſeeing him again; and 


that death itſelf would have been eaſy to her 


upon ſo happy an occaſion, and eſpecially 
OVARE BEADS ooo io wii 


Whilſt in this manner they were expreſling 


the ardency of their affections to each other, 
the good man of the houſe came home, and 


being told by his wife that Deidamia's huſ- 


band was there, he was overjoyed; and 


courteoully ſaluted Alanſon, telling him, he 


was {ure he was a welcome man there to them 


all, but eſpecially to Deidamia, who had long 
mourned his abſence. Alanſon kindly thank. - 
cad him, and told him, he ſhould ever honour 
him as the refuge and preſerver of his dear 


lady. And after ſuch civilities on each fide 


palled, the good woman ſet before him ſuch 

Roe refreſhment, as ſhe had prepared, on 

the table: Alanſon cat but little, Deidamia's 
perſence being more to him than all the dain- 


ties in the world; yet perceiving with what 


coarſe fare his lady had been there contented, 


he praiſed her humility, and wondered at her 


virtue. Dinner being ended, Alanſon was 


concerned for his ſervant, whom he had left 
in the entrance of the wood, and would have 
gone back to him; but the good old man 


would by no means let him, telling him he 


would go himſelf, becauſe he better knew the 


way, and could more eaſily find it: and fo 
taking his dogs along with him, he went ac- 


cordingly : 
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cordingly: the man having waited at the en- 
trance of the wood, from the time that his 
maſter went into it, till the next morning, and 
hearing nothing of him, leaving his horſes in 
the fields adjoining to the wood, reſolved to 
ind him out; and having got a good way, 
he met the old Gentleman, who was coming 
to him; and enquiring of him for his maſter, 
whom he deſcribed; he told him he had both 
ſeen, and was come from him, to conduct him 
to where he was, and that he had found his 
lady; at this the ſervant was very glad, and 
joy fully went along with him. Soon as the 
old Gentleman was gone for the ſervant, the 
Count and his Lady went into the woods, and 


there ſhe gave him a particular account of all 


her forrows and ſufferings, ſince his departing 
from her, and the reaſon of her ſtaying where 
the was, viz. The old Gentleman not daring 
to go out of the wood with her, he being a 
proſcribed perſon; and to go without him 
was to endanger her own life; beſides the 
knew not how Antonio might have ordered 
matters, having the pretence of herely to lay 
to her charge; and that hearing nothing of 
him in all this time, {he thought his affections 
might have been eſtranged from her. But 
Alanſon aſſured her to the contrary, telling 
her, he could not but wonder at the unparal- 


Jeled villainy of Fronovius and Antonio, and 


that he had turned them out of his ſervice 
ſoon after he came home from the camp. After 
which, the old Gentleman and Alanfon's fer- 
yant, being (as before related) arrived at the 
Bs Ae — Cottage, 
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cottage, the evening was far ſpent, and ſo they 

all betook themſelves to reſt. © 
I be next morning, Alanſon was preparing 

for his return home: but before they went, 
their aged landlord would need have them 


ſtay and dine, and in diſcourſe} told him, he 


was once a tenant of his father's ; but by cruel 
edicts, was forced not only to leave that farm, 
but his paternal inheritance ; ſufferins the 
_ Ipailsand loſs of all, tor the fake of Chrilt 

a good conſcience; and in this ſolitary retire- 
ment, had enjoyed more true peace and ſatiſ- 
faction, than in all the pleaſure of his forepaſt 
hte. The Count then aſked him his name, 
which he told him was De la Mont; upon 
__ which he preſently knew and embraced him, 
ſaying, That though himpelf was of the Romiſli 


_ 


perſuaſion, yet he had often pitied his fuffermgs; 


adding, that it was given out he died in priſon. 


The pious Deidamia, from this diſcourſe, took 


an occaſion to fay, Ah! my deareſt lord, you 
fee what a cruel and mercileſs religion it is that 
you. profeſs, and which, through the goodneſs of 
God, I have lately departed from. I am not fur- 


prized, ſaid Alanſon, at that which you fay, 


. for L was informed in Flanders, that you 
had changed your religion. I wiſh to God, re- 


Ez. phed Deidamia, Vat h,, my deareſt Lord, 
was likewiſe made a partaker of the ſame happy 


change. Upon this Monl. De la Mont put in, 
and laid down ſuch weighty reaſons for the 
truth of the reformed religion, and againſt the 
errors of the church of Rome, that 1t encou- 
raged Deidamia farther to go on, and thew 
the viſciouſneſs and debauchery of the _—_ 

20% mu 
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miſh clergy, their bloody principles, and per- 
ſecuting {pirit ; ſo that Alanſon was forced to 
_ confeſs, that what was alledged againſt their 
practices was true, but as to their principals 
äabating that of perſecution) he believed they 
might be miſtaken; upon which Deidamia 
replied, I am glad, my dear Lord, to find you 
are againſt perſecution ; Thope then you will be 
' willing fe enjoy the liberty of my conſcience, 
the only happineſs I have enjoyed in this ſolitary 
retirement; and that you will never go about to 
compel me to go to mas, which I would rather 
die than do. To this Alanſon replied, that he 
was no ſuch bigot as to think, that thoſe that 
ſincerely worſhipped God, according to the beſt of 
their underſtandingy (as he was ſure Derdamia 
did) might not be accepicd of him, though of an 
oþ1nton different from hamſelf ; and as to compel 


her to go to maſs, if by arguments he could not 


would ufe any other means. II Tt 
And being now ready to depart, Alanſon 
offered La Mont ſtore of Gold for their kind- 
neſs to his lady, while ſhe had been with them, 
which he abſolutely refuſed, ſaying, her con- 
verſation had been ſo agreeable, that they were 
the perſons, who had been obhzed. So that 
leave being taken, and La Mont praying that 
God would go alons with them, and make 
their way profperous, they parted, and coming 
out of the wood, the fervant readily found the 
horſes; and Deidamia getting up behind her 
lord, they made the beſt of their way towards 


herſuade her to it, he ſolemnly promiſed he never 


Alanſonꝭs houſe, were they were received with 


the rejoicing of their acquaintance, and much 
. — Err ane *s Are 


that if he could not haye juſtice from him, 


90 The French Convert. 


more of her parents, to whom in a day or two 
they made a viſit, Deidamia being received by 
them as one riſen from the dead. And the 
ſtory of their daughter's troubles being related 


to them, they could not but admire the Good- 


nels of God in preſerving her, and wondered 


at the monſtrous wickedneſs of Fronovius and 
Antonio, who, upon their hearing of the con- 


teſhon of the dying criminal, had withdrawn 


themſelves from their former reſidences.— 
Antonio (the better to eſcape deſerved puniſh- 
ment for his luſtful attempts upon Deidamia's 
chaſtity) went privately to the biſhop of 
Rheims, and told him that Count Alanſon's 


lady was depraved with hereſy, in which ſhe 


was ſo much countenanceq; by her lord, that 
himſelf, for endeavouring to reclaim her, was 
turned out of the family, and cut off from all 
intereſt in it, and therefore came humbly to 
beg his protection againſt ſo powerful an 
- adverſary, ſinceg@hat he had done, was only 

out of zeal to promote the catholic religion. 


The biſhop received him into his protection, 
and writ a ſharp letter to the Count about it; 


who having received it, believed it was done 
by the inſtignation of Antonio, whom he heard 
he had entertained; and being troubled that 


ſo great a villain ſhould find any countenance 
trom the biſhop, he writ back again to know 


the names of thoſe, that had ſo injurioufly in- 
formed him agarnit his lady; but the biſhop 
would not gratify him fo far in his defires. 
This made the Count return him a ſecond 


letter, written in a more angry ſtile, declaring 


the. 


upon them, by her warm and zealous 
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the king himſelf ſhould be acquainted with it, 
and by him he would ſeek redreſs. This fo 
nettled the biſhop, that he ſent examiners to 
his lady, to interrogate her about her religion, 
of which the Count having ſome intimation, 
ſent her to her parents, who were extremely 
_ troubled at theſe freſh misfortunes, and migh- 
tily ſcandalized at the villainy of Antonio, and 
the biſhop's protecting him from juſtice, grew 
thereupon very cold in the profeſſion of the 
Popiſh religion, which lo furiouſly perſecuted. 
innocence and virtue, and countenanced the 
_ greateſt wickedneſs; this the pious Deidamia 
wiſely improved, and ſo effectually wrought 
diſ- 
courſes, that through the operation of God's 
holy ſpirit aſſiſting her, they were both 
brought over to the embracing of the truth. 
Ihe biſhop's examiners being diſappointed, 
returned back without their errand ; upon 
which the biſhop threatened to excommuni- 
cate both Alanſon and his family; and was 
ſoon after as good as his word. Upon this 
Alanſon poſts away to the king, who was 


then at Marly, where he complained of 


the injury done him by the biſhop of 
Rheims, both in excommunicating him, and 
protecting a villainous criminal from juſtice. 
But it ſeems the biſhop had been before-hand 


with him, and made his complaint firſt. For 


the king received him very coldly, and told 
him, the biſhop of Rheims was a good man, 
and he left his buſineſs whally to him. On 
which Alanſon returned home much diſcon- 
tented, and found that in his abſcnce freſh 
e ſearch 
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ſearch had been made diligently for his lady, 

_ though. without ſucceſs, Then he went io 
the biſhop himſelf, and boldly charged him 
with entertaining a wicked perſon, to the 
Prejudice of his honour, telling him who he 


was, and declared his crimes, deſiring he 

might be brought forth, and his lady ſhould 
appear. But the biſhop refuſing this, and tel- 
ling him his lady was accuſed of hereſy, and 

de of countenancing it; the count in a kind 
of holy anger, told him, © that religion could 
not be of God, which encouraged villainy, 


| and fought the deſtruction of them that were 


VFoirtuous. At this the biſhop ſtormed and 
told him, That he ſhould be anſwered in another 
manner. And ſoon after he had ſecret notice 

from court, © That upon a freſh complaint of 

the biſhop's, both he and his lady were pro- 
ſcribed as Hugonots; and that notwithſtand- 
ing his friends interceſſions, and his own 
former merits, his places were taken away, 
and his eſtate ordered to be ſeized, as a ter- 
ror to others.” Alanſon finding himſelf unable 


to wichſtand this ſtorm, packed up the richeſt 


of his effects, and privately fent them to tis 
wifes. father, where | ſhe was all this while 
concealed, and then. followed after himſelf. 
Where having declared the injuſtice he had 
met withal, contrary: to all religion, honour, 
Honeſty, and conſcience, he then told his re- 


embrace that religion, for which he had been 


a ſufferer before he was a profeſſor ; for that 
religion could not be of God that did fo evi- 


SY dently ſet up the kingdom of the devil. At 


which 
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which they all rejoiced, and Deidamia more 
_ eſpecially ; who paſſionately embracing him, 
ſaid, her father and mother were of the ſame 
mind with him.” At which Alanſon was the 
more encouraged, But leſt their adverſaries 
ſhould come thither to ſearch for them, they 
withdrew into a ſmall village and lived ob- - 
ſcurely, while La Mont could hear of a con- 
venient veſſel, to tranſport them into a country 
where they might enjoy more liberty. _ 
Lou have before lard how Bernard the 
Gardener was fold to a maſter of a ſhip, be- 
longing to one of the French plantations in the 
Welt Indies. Before we conclude, we will brief- 
ly ſhew how God's providence watched over 
him for good alſo. In his voyage at ſea, they 


met with ſo extraordinary a ſtorm, that all ex- 
pected preſent death, but Bernard was very 


calm, putting up his fervent prayer toAlmighty 
God, which was followed by a very great 
ſerenity and calmneſs. This made the maſter 
have a reſpect for him, and oftentimes diſ- 
courſed with him, his behaviour being always 


Ls ſober, and his diſcourſe inſtructing. The 


maſter having made his voyage, ſold Bernard 

for a ſlave, and having ſtaid there about two 
months, returned again to France, but the 
diſcourſes and behaviour of Bernard had 

made ſo deep an impreſſion on his mind, that. 
he was greatly troubled for having ſold him, 


inſomuch that he could not reſt, until he had 


taken a ſolmen reſolution, the next voyage he 
made, to bring him back; and accordingly 
the next year, making another voyage thither, 
he made it his buſineſs to enquire after _ 
Te. 1 2 anc 
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and having found him, aſked if he was wil- 
ling to have his liberty, and return to his own. 
country? Bernard replied, he never was in 
love with flavery, but was contented under it 
whilſt God's providence ordered it fo; but if he 
might have his liberty, he would chuſe it 
rather. Whereupon the maſter paid his ran- 
ſom, and brought him back to France; nor 
was he a loſer by it, for as a recompenſe for 
his kindneſs, it pleaſed God to make Bernard 


an inſtrument to open his eyes, and bring him 


to an acknowledgment of the truth. Bernard 


being again got into his own country, made 


it his whole buſineſs to enquire after the wel- 
ED of Alanſon's family, and being told of the 


ſufferings that had lately befallen them, he 


was extremely grieved, though at the ſame _ 
time, he could not but rejoice that they fut- 

tered in ſo good a cauſe. And ſpeaking of 
them to his old chriſtian friends, he was told 


by one of them, that both the Count and his LE. 


Lady lived obſcurely and in diſguife in the 
neighbouring village; and that if he had a 

mind to ſee them, he would give him a note 
to the Gentleman of the houſe, upon which 
he ſhould have admittance to them, or other- 


wWiſe they would not he ſpoken with by any 


1 715 Bernard gladly accepted of his friend's 
- kindneſs, and ſtraightway went to the houſe, 


and delivered the Gentleman the note; the 


purport of which was this—That he had known 
the bearer many years for a faithful friend and 
brother, and that he had been formerly a ſer- 
vant of the Count Alanſon's, and had a great 
dielire to fee his lady, which he might _— 
1 | ct 
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let him do. Upon reading this note, the Gen- 
tleman deſired him to come in, and ſent upß 
one of his ſervants to acquaint Deidamia, 
there was one below deſired to ſpeak to her; 
up which Bernard was preſently called 
ſee Bernard, whom ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 
never have ſeen more, and very much rejoic- 
ed at it; introducing him to her lord, and 
| afterwards to her parents, who all made very 
much of him, and were glad to fee him. And 
having communicated the various providen- 
ces of God to one another, ſince they parted, 
they all bleſſed the Lord for his Goodneſs, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of 
men. And afterwards conſulted how to pro- 
cure a veſlel, to convey them out of danger. 
Bernard gave them an account that the maſlter 
of the veſſel, which brought him to France, 
was alſo converted, and that now his veſſel 
lay ready to fail for Denmark, and he was 
ſure he would be glad to ſerve them. To 
this they all agreed; and thereupon Bernard 
went to the malter of the ſhip, who readily 
conſented to carry them, nk ordered their 
Goods to be brought preſently, and themſelves 
to come aboard at midnight; at which time 
Bernard conducted them to the ſhip, and then 
went abroad with them in the quality of a fer- * 
vant; and ſoon after, the wind ſerving, they 
let fail for Denmark, where being arrived, and 
tarrying a few days, they hired a Dutch veſſel 
to carry them to Rotterdam, and from thence 
they went by a boat to Utrecht, which being 
TH Me TESTED TING Aa pleaſant 
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10 92 ;Place, and a very good ar, they re- 
ved ttle there. 
Thus, Courteous Reader, thou haſt Fe a 


1 brief, but true relation of the mercy and 


: goodneſs of God to that noble family, which 
is the ſubject of this narrative: 3 be that 
reads it 1 ſeriouſly, will find cauſe 
to make the ſame obſervations that David did 
of old, Mark the er fett man, and behold the 
| wright for or the end of that man is peace, which 
; e St. James farther exemplifies in his 
— You . heard of the patience of Job, 
and / ſeen the end of the Lord how he ts very pi- 
tiful and of tender mercy. Here you have 
Is. BY the great diſtreſs of Deidamia, and here 
you have ſeen the Goodneſs of God in 1 
deliverance. Here you have ſeen the Count 


Alanſon rifled of all his eſtate and poſſeſfons, 


and here you have feen how God has gra- 
ciouſly made it up, in giving him that faith 


which is more Ferd. than the gold which 
— 


But I cannot conclude without giving you 


an account of the judgment of God upon Fro- 
novius and Antonio, that others may fear and 
give Glory to Cod. f 
Fronovius, after the ſeizure of Alanſon's 
5 eſtate, and his departure into Holland, re- 
turned into thoſe parts, but finding himſelf 
hated by all men for his villainy, he retired 
into Normandy, where foliciting us landlord's. 
daughter to y id to his luſt, and ſhe refuſing 
it, he took an opportunity to raviſh her, for 
which he was hanged without the gates of 
— Roan. 
And 
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And as for Antonio, though he PT 1) the 
| Juſtice of man, he could not eſcape the juſ- 
lice of God, for falling diſtracted a little 
time aſter, he confeſſed it was God's judg- 
ment upon him for the miſchief he had 
wrought againſt his Lord Alanſon, and his vir- 


tuous Lady, ſaying, They had taken away ts 
he ſaved, but he was ſure to be damned; and 
ſo daſhing out his own brains againſt a wall, ke 


died miſerably ; both of them verifying the 
words of the inſpired penman. Is not deſtruc- 

ton to the med. and a ſtrange puniſhment ts 
the workers of oguety. oo oY OR 
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT. 
e d "DWP 
PRESENT PERSECUTIONS 
r THE: © Tl 


FRENCH PROTESTANTS. 


5 HE reſlleſs malice of the great enemy of 


1 mankind, againſt the church of God, has 
been ſufficiently manifeſted in all ages of the 


world; and began to exert itſelf firſt of all in 


Cain, who killed his brother Abel, becauſe 
his own deeds were wicked, and his brother's 
_ righteous, as the holy ſcriptures inform us; 
and it has been his frequent practice, when he 
could not withdraw the people of God from 
the profeſſion of the truth by the bait of 
worldly advantage, to raiſe a {lood of perſe- 
cution againſt them, by that means to extir- 
pate them, if it were pollible, out of the earth. 
Of which no people in Europe has in this age 
had more fatal experience than the poor Pro- 
teſtants in France, who have been ſo barba- 
_ roully uſed by the blood-thirity Papilts there, 
that a true account of their ſufferings will ap- 
pear to the next age, rather like romantic fice- 
tions than (as indeed they are) realities. And 


there are two things in it that appear 


alike admirable ; and they are, the barbarous 
rage and cruelty of the perſecutors, and 
the invincible courage and conſtancy of the 
poor ſufferers, who are ſo mightily fupported 
= the divine Grace, that they not only tri- 
umph over all their * but ſufler enn! 
1 the 


do do it by ſeverity, 
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the loſs of all, as knowing that they have in 
heaven a better and more enduring ſubſtance. 
But I will recite briefly ſome inſtances of their 
ſufferings. e eee 62 FIT 
Some they condemn to the Gallies, where 
they are coupled commonly withz the vileſt 
miſcreants, condemned thither for the moſt 
_ flagitious crimes, whoſe fearful oaths and ex- 
ecrations are continually wounding their pi- 
ous ears: there are generally five of them 
placed upon every form, fettered with a hea- 
vy chain of about ten or twelve feet long; 
they ſhave their heads from time to time, to 
ſhew' they are ſlaves, and are not allowed to 
wear their hats or perriwigs: They have only 
_ beans, and nothing elſe 197 their ſood, with 
about fourteen ounces of coarſe bread a day, 
and no wine at all. They are devoured in the 
winter by lice, and in the ſummer by bugs 
and fleas, and forced to lie upon one another 
as hogs in a ſty; and every day tormented 
and threafened by friars and prieſts, who not 
being able ta convince = be reaſon, think 


Cy es ally 


Some are put in p 


= = dungeons and holes, full of mire and dirt, 


without any bed or ſtraw to lie upon, and not 
_ ſuffered to have the leaſt glimmering of the 
ſun, or the light of a candle; and allowed ſa 
ſmall a quantity of viduals, as is hardly ſuf- 
ficient to keep them alive. In this miſerable 
caſe, without any pity to them, ſome have 
been kept above a year together. One o 
them being viſited oe a twelve-months im- 
wriſanment in this manner, by one called a 
5 8 Airector 


„ ee Ang eee 


director of conſcience, juſt as they were going 
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to bring him his ſmall allowance, he coul 
not forbear crying out, as ſoon as he ſaw him, 


Lord, in what a condition are you, fir! To 


which the poor ſufferer replied, with a Chriſ- 


tian fortitude, worthy of the cauſe he ſuffer- — 


ed for, © Could you but ſee the ſecret pleaſure 


my heart experiences, you would think me 


too happy.” The prieſt told him, the greatel; 
ſuſſerings did not entitle to the glory of mar- 
tyrdom, unleſs he ſuffered for truth and juſ- 

tice. To this the poor priſoner replied, he 


granted it; but that was his caſe; the Holy 


l Ghoſt ſo ſealed it to his heart, that the very 
thoughts thereof ſupported him in the midſt 
of all his afflictions : This perſan has, through 


God's providence, been ſince delivered; and 5 


has declared, that the conſolations that Gd. 
out of his infinite love, afforded to him, were | 
ſo great, that he little regarded the miſeries 

' he was reduced to, though he continued in 
that lamentable condition almoſt two and 
twenty months, without changing his cloaths, 


till his beard was grown as long as the hair of 


his head, and his face as pale as a plaiſtered 'Y 


wall: he declared alfa, that when he was de- 
livered, the number of thoſe chained to the 


Gallies for the ſake of religion, was about 
three hundred and ng 4 who glorified. 


God in their ſufferings, with an unparalleled 
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